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for Family Worship. By Ernest M. Wads- 
worth, D.D. 


| Hold His Hand ' 
By Annabelle B. Motley 


Y LIFE ahead—though days or 
years — 
Will never be the one we planned, 
For Thou art near our chamber door 
To take him to a better land. 
So by his bed, ’til Thou dost call, 
I sit and pray and hold his hand. 


I thank Thee, Lord, that by Thy grace 
Our times and ways are in Thy hand. 
I thank Thee for the years we had. 
Lord, give me grace that I may stand 
This parting in Thy strength alone. 
Til he takes Thine — Ill hold his hand. 


Genesis and Science 


Believers do not need proofs from 
science to support their faith in the 
Bible as God’s Word, but they rejoice 
when the conclusions of science coin- 
tide with the records of Scripture. This 
has happened again according to an 
Associated Press dispatch from Berk- 
eley, Calif.. on March 17. A new element, 
Number 98, has been discovered by Dr. 
Stanley G. Thompson, Dr. Kenneth 
Street, Jr. Dr. Albert Ghiorso, and Dr. 
Glenn T. Seaborg, all of the University 
of California, working under contract 
with the Atomic Energy Commission. 
Until the beginning of the atomic age, 
oaly 92 were known, but six 


more have now been added. It has been 
suggested that the new element should 
be called “californium.” The report 
says: “The researchers produced No. 
98 by bombarding curium with alpha 
particles, which are the cores of helium 
atoms. The result was the heaviest 
atom ever known. But it was so un- 
stable that it turned into something else 
after a couple of hours. They had to 
work fast to identify it chemically.” 
This will be of great interest to all chem- 
ists and physicists, but the part of the re- 
port that is particularly interesting in the 
light of the Genesis record of creation is 
this: “The new element adds a tiny bit 
of support to a prevailing theory among 
scientists that all matter was created in 
an instant; that at the moment of crea- 
tion all its various forms were present, 
including not only the 92 conventional 
elements, but also every possible varia- 
tion of those 92.” One would have rather 
expected the writer to concede that the 
“theory ... that all matter was created 
in an instant” prevailed among “religious 
people,” or “fundamentalists” (a term 
often used with contempt); but it is 
surprising to find him admitting that this 


« 


“theory” has prevailed among scientists. 
It is exactly in accord with the simple 
and dignified statement of Genesis 1:1, 
“In the beginning God created the 
heaven and the earth.” It is probable 
that all the elements — and perhaps sci- 
ence will find more than 98 — were cre- 
ated then, “in an instant,” as science 
now says, and that the remainder of 
Genesis 1 tells us how God used these 
elements in completing his work of crea- 
tion. The Apostle Paul warned Tim- 
othy to avoid “profane and vain bab- 
blings, and oppositions of science falsely 
so called” (1 Tim, 6:20). There has been 
much of that in modern times, but there 
can be no conflict between God’s in- 
spired Word and true science, which is 
the sum total of all knowledge based on 
facts and classified in orderly arrange- 
ment. This age certainly has its peculiar 
difficulties, but it is a thrilling time in 
which to live! Perhaps God is permit- 
ting men to make these wonderful dis- 
coveries in these last days in order that 
skeptics may be without excuse, but 
also that many, many others may be con- 
vinced of the truth of His Word and 
come to Him through Christ, 


bd 


VI. The Main Hindrances to Prayer 


This is the last of six editorials by Dr. Ernest M. Wadsworth of the 
Great Commission Prayer League, condensed from a series entitled “The 
Academy of Prayer” given over Radio Station WMBI, Chicago. 


“That your prayers be not hindered” 
(1 Pet. 3:7). 


RAYERS may be hindered. The sad 
Pe of it is that all the hindrances 

to prayer are on our side. God is in 
no way to blame for prayerlessness. 
What we are inwardly and what we do 
outwardly hinders prayer. The four 
barriers to prayer are all built by our- 
selves. The first is in our will (or as 
someone has suggested —“our won't”); 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“Thou hast made known to me 
the ways of life; thou shalt make 
me full of joy with thy counte- 
nance” (Acts 2:28). 














the second is the way we live in our 
family; the third in our behavior in 
social life; and the fourth in our be- 
havior in public life. 


Tue First BARRIER, THE WILL 

As a man thinketh so is he. Thoughts 
govern actions. The heart must be 
watched. The will is the chief hin- 
drance to prayer. If we do not pray, it 
is because that is our decision. Your 
will tips the scales Godward or otherwise. 
Your soul may look toward God’s will 
and then back away from His will— 
like a man in a boat who looks one way 
and rows another. The mind recognizes 
the way to go; but the will says, “I don’t 
want to go that way.” When the mind 
would do good, the will often leans in 
the opposite direction. It is a shocking 
fact that the foremost obstacle to: com- 
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munion with God is the will. Unless our 
wills have been made captives of Christ, 
we shall be defeated as regards spiritual 
service. The will can lock the door to 
fellowship with God unknowingly as a 
child can turn a key in a lock. Frances 
Ridley Havergal realized this truth when 
she wrote: 

Take my will and make it Thine; 

It shall be no longer mine. 
Have you ever presented your will to 
Christ, letting His will be yours? Diffi- 
cult as surrender is, tell the Lord that 
you are willing to be made willing. Ask 
Him to work in you “to will and to do 
of his good pleasure” (Phil, 2:13). 

The Devil can only tempt. He cannot 
make you do wrong. He can lure you 
and entice you by lusts, but he cannot 
make you yield unless you consent. In 
temptations the will has the last word. 
The crux of every problem is in the 
bent of the will. The reason one person 
is more godly than another is because his 
will has said “Yes” more frequently to 
God. Communion with God must be vol- 
untary. The happiest Christians are 
those whose intention is to please God. 
The Christian who purposes in the Spirit 
to lead a devotional life will find a way 
to be alone with God. He will find a 
way to have family prayers and social 
prayers. Only by putting these matters 
in their primary place can we be happy 
and blessed.- If we do not, it is because 
it is our intention not to do so. If a 
pastor goes about his work neglecting 
prayer, it is not because he is too busy 
to pray, but because he has decided this 
shall be his way of life. The same is 
true of officers and members. Prayer 
is neglected because the inclination 
turns toward inferior concerns. Every 
Christian knows down deep in his heart 
that a life of piety pleases God. He 
knows that when this is neglected it is 
because it was not really intended. So 
we all run up against the real cause of 
hindrance to prayer: our wills. 

William Law’s “Serious Call to a De- 
vout and Holy Life,” in the opening of 
the third chapter, reads: 

“Although the goodness of God, and His 
rich mercies towards us in Christ Jesus, 
are a sufficient assurance that He will 
be merciful to our unavoidable infirm- 
ities and to such sins as are the effects 
of ignorance and surprise, yet we have 
no such reason to expect the same mercy 
towards those sins which we live in 
through want of intention to avoid 
them.” 

Law puts his finger on the chief hin- 
drance to prayer. The cause is in the 
will. We cannot emphasize this too 
much, for here lies the secret of failure 
in the Christian life. The guilty will 
needs to be shown up in the spotlight 
of divine truth. Of Christ, the Word 
says,.-He came down’ from Heaven, not 
to do His own will: but the will of Him 
that. sent Him (John 6:38). We must 
arm ourselves with the mind of Christ. 
.-The will of God is to be our way of life. 
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As Peter says: “That he no longer 
should live the rest of his time in the 
flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will 
of God. For the time past of our life 
may suffice us to have wrought the will 
of the Gentiles” (1 Pet. 4:1-3). 

The reason why the majority of Chris- 
tians fall so far short in devotional life 
is through want of intention. They live 
day in and day out without communion 
with God because they will to do so. 
If we are not pious we have chosen not 
to be so. But we can no more make 
ourselves pious than we can make our- 
selves Christians. God has grace for us, 
and desires to work in us to will and to 
do His good pleasure. Disobedient Chris- 
tians have no excuse before God. We 
are not called to serve God as angels 
do, but to be faithful. God asks no 
more. We please God only when we 
intend to do so. If the ruling habit of 
the mind be right, practices will be 
right, too. When we choose what hin- 
ders spiritual progress, we are not only 
foolish but sinful. We must take what 
goes along with the way of life we select. 
A life lived as God wants it lived is not 
dull. It is the best life we can know on 
earth. It is a sample of the life in 
Heaven, The inferior enjoyments always 
leave a sting. No one has ever had any- 
thing but bliss from contact with the 
Saviour. A life lived in self-will is like 
that lived in the wilderness by the un- 
believing Israelites. And since they re- 
fused to obey God they were sentenced 
to a life of misery. “With whom was 
he grieved? ... Was it not with them 
that had sinned? .. . Take heed, breth- 
ren, lest there be in any of you an evil 
heart of unbelief, in departing from the 
living God. But exhort one another 
daily, while it is called To day; lest any 
of you be hardened through the deceit- 
fulness of sin. For we are made par- 
takers of Christ, if we hold the begin- 
ning of our confidence stedfast unto the 
end; while it is said, To day if ye will 
hear his voice, harden not your hearts, 
as in the provocation” (Heb, 3:12-14). 

Thus we see the first hurdle to be sur- 


(Continued on page 378) 








Notes on Open Letters 
A Word From President Edman 


on Revival 
Though the following letter was not 
addressed primarily tc the Trmes, yet 
it will be of considerable interest to 
TIMEs readers and provides a good sup- 
plement to Mrs. Thomson’s article in the 
issue of March 18. President V. Ray- 
mond Ecman of Wheaton College ad- 
dressed ‘he following letter to the Editor 
of the Cleveland Press and sent a copy 
to the Editor of the Times: 
“Some reacers of the Press have called 
my attention to the editorial of Febru- 
ary 10 entitled ‘Wheaton’s Student Re- 
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vival, Was It Hunger of Spirit?’ I deeply 
appreciate the very fair and earnest way 
in which you presented the matter. Dur. 
ing those hours and days in chapel there 
was no ‘mass hysteria,’ no loud speaking 
or anything unseemly, only the deep 
solemnity and awe of the presence of 
God. We began to understand the im. 
plication of our Lord’s statement that the 


- Shepherd seeks the sheep, and not the 


sheep the Shepherd. Almighty God was 
seeking to speak to young hearts and 
older, and was pleased to give us an ear 
to listen. 

“The deep and gracious moving of 
God’s Spirit among American college 
students is not unfamiliar in our his. 
tory. You will note in the scholarly ang 
objective account of “The Second Great 
Awakening in Connecticut,’ by Charles 
Roy Keller of Williams College this 
statement: 

“Although the general religious en- 


thusiasm in the state subsided some. . 


what in 1801, the next year a revival 

occurred at Yale College. For seven 

years Timothy Dwight had been lash. 
ing at infidelity and portraying the 
benefits of revealed religion. .. . hh 

1797 the Moral Society of Yale College 

was founded. For a time, however, 

the membership of the college church 
showed no notable increase, and there 
was no revival until 1802. In the 
spring of that year a religious stir, 
viewed as the answer to the fervent 
prayers of a few, was felt among the 
students. ‘The salvation of the soul’ 
wrote Professor C. A. Goodrich who 
made an exhaustive study of Yale re. 
vivals, ‘was the great subject of 
thought, of conversation, of absorbing 
interest; the convictions of many were 
pungent and overwhelming; and “the 
peace in believing” which succeeded, 
was not less strongly marked.’ At no 
time during the awakening were the 
regular college exercises suspended, 
nor was preaching more frequent than 
usual. Of the two hundred thirty stu- 
dents then at Yale it was estimated 
that about one-third were converted. 

Sixty-three joined the college church, 

among them Benjamin Silliman, then 

a tutor, who wrote his mother, ‘Yale 

College is a little temple: prayer and 

praise seem to be the delight of the 

greater part of the students, while 
those who are still unfeeling are awed 

with respectful silence’ (pp. 41, 42). 

“What was then said of Yale as ‘a lit- 
tle temple,’ is very true, sir, of Wheaton 
College these days. 

“For those who scoff at the stirring 
of Almighty God among college students, 
I would suggest their serious consider 
ation of one of the most tragic figures 
in American history. When Aaron Bur 
was an undergraduate at Princeton there 
was a revival, much as has now hap 
pened at Wheaton College, with the re 
sult that a large number of the students 
were converted. Parton in his ‘Life and 
Times’ of Aaron Burr comments: 

“Burr confessed that he was moved 
by this revival. He respected the re 
ligion of his mother; he had taken for 

ranted the creed in which he 
een educated... . He consulted Dr 

Witherspoon in this perplexity, Th 

clergymen of the time were divide 

in opinion upon the subject of revr 


(Continued on page 376) 
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Why Honor Mother? 





The duties and privileges of Christian motherhood 


E flower shops, the candy shops, 
| the card shops—all of the shops 
are urging us to remember our 
mothers on May 7. Whistler’s portrait 
of his mother is displayed. Pink and 
white carnations in the florist’s window 
remind us of our duty. “Mother Macree” 
comes to us over the ether waves. 
Mother’s Day is here once more. 

Why should Mother be honored by 
having a day.of her own? Why should 
we shower her with gifts? Mother’s Day 
as such was first observed in the United 
States in 1914. But the rendering of 
honor to Mother is simply obedience to 
God’s command given at Mt. Sinai nearly 
four thousand years ago! God said, 
“Honour thy . mother.” God did 
not require the setting aside of one day 
ayear on which we should render spe- 
dial honor to Mother. He required and 
still requires us to honor her every day. 
His commands are for every moment. 

However, I cannot but think that God 
is much grieved with mothers. How 
little honor many mothers deserve in 
their own right and as a result of their 
own actions! Mothers, as they receive 
the honors attendant upon Mother’s Day, 
would do well to indulge in some seri- 
ous introspection. What is motherhood? 
What is there about being a mother that 
should cause one to be honored? What 
does God’s Word have to say about 
motherhood? 


God’s Plan for a Growing World 

_First of all, motherhood bespeaks obe- 
dience to a direct command of God. In 
the garden, God said to Adam and Eve, 
‘Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish 
the earth” (Gen. 1:28). One of the mag- 
nificent features of God’s work of cre- 
ation is the power He gave to every plant 
and every living creature to reproduce 
after its kind. God did not design a 
world that would promptly meet ex- 
tinction. He planned a world that would 
be constantly growing, developing, re- 
plenishing itself, all under His watchful 
tate and through the constant exercise 
of His divine power. Every time a new 
life is brought into being His name of 
Creator is magnified. 

During Old Testament times the 
woman who had many children, espe- 
cially sons, was much honored. Bar- 
fenness was the saddest plight of 
Womankind. Today an alarming num- 
ber of marriages in the United States 
@e childless and an equally alarming 
Sumber of married couples have only 
oe child. Many dollars annually go 
into the pockets of the manufacturers 
@ contraceptive materials. And thou- 
sands of illegal abortion operations are 
mostly upon married women, 


Many truths that are absolutely 
vital to the Christian home, but 
which are too often forgotten in these 
days, are set forth in this timely arti- 
cle by the wife of the Rev. Charles H. 
Ellis, pastor of the Covenant Or- 
thodox Presbyterian Church, East 
Orange, N. J. Mrs. Ellis writes with 
a background of thorough training 
in education and out of the practical 
experience of her own home. She 
has three young children, Carol, 
Dorothy, and Raymond. She re- 
ceived her B.S. and M.A. in Educa- 
tion at the University of Pennsyl- 
vania and a B.S. in Library Science 
from the Drexel Library School; she 
taught for four years in public junior 
high school; and is particularly in- 
terested in the Christian school 
movement, and has edited “The 
Christian School Column” in The 
Witness. 








at the risk .of serious aftereffects and 
often death. What response is this to 
God’s command to Eve, “Be fruitful, and 
multiply, and replenish the earth”? 

This means that thousands of women 
spurn motherhood and are going to all 
possible lengths to avoid being mothers. 
More tragic, it seems, than this is the 
fact that many mothers find motherhood 
actually distasteful, hating their children 
and even deserting them. The trials 
that a mother is called upon to endure, 
the service she is called upon to render, 
instead of causing a woman to hate 
motherhood, should cause her to be 
drawn more unto her Lord for strength 
and courage and should cause her to be 
drawn closer to the children who are 
sensible evidences of her obedience to 
the command of God the Creator. 

This leads us to our second point, that 
motherhood bespeaks suffering endured. 
God commanded Eve to bear children. 
Eve sinned. Then came the words of 
God in the garden, words that echo down 
the ages to women of every era and 
clime, words that even modern medical 
advance does not bring to naught, “I 
will greatly multiply thy sorrow and 
thy conception: in sorrow thou shalt 
bring forth children .. .” (Gen. 3:16). 
The pain and sorrow attendant upon 
childbirth should bring forth on the part 
of a woman not bitterness, not resent- 
ment, not distaste for children them- 
selves, but a sober recognition of the 
awful fact of sin and the unavoidable 
punishment of sin by a God of holiness. 

Motherhood, in the third place, be- 
speaks God’s love. Being a mother in- 
dicates obedience to God’s Law, and 
being a mother means undergoing suffer- 
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ing as a punishment, a curse of God for 
sin. But through and above ali this 
shines the fact that a woman who has 
a baby has received of God the most 
precious of gifts she could receive out- 
side the gift of salvation and eternal life 
through Jesus Christ. Remember the 
words of Jacob at the time of his recon- 
ciliation with Esau? Esau had said, 
“Who are those with thee?” Jacob re- 
sponded, “The children which God hath 
graciously given thy servant.” How 
gracious indeed is God in this gift! As 
the words of the Psalmist express it: 
“Lo, children are an heritage of the 
Lord: and the fruit of the womb is his 
reward. As arrows are in the hand of 
a mighty man; so are children of the 
youth. Happy is the man that hath his 
quiver full of them” (Psa. 127:3-5). 

We are not facing the issue squarely 
if we fail to take into consideration the 
startling conditions that exist in our day 
with reference to children in the home. 
The writer was much impressed by a 
book by Dr. Marynia Farnham, entitled, 
“Modern Woman, the Lost Sex.” Dr. 
Farnham pointed out that in an age in 
which education, manufacturing, all of 
the former household activities have 
been taken out of the home, the child 
has ceased to be an asset, another mem- 
ber to bear the burdens of labor and to 
contribute to the common good — he has 
become a liability. All another child 
means, financially, is an additional and 
immense burden. And how well we 
know that the arrival of a child in a 
home may mean the difference between 
securing an apartment in which to live 
and not securing one! 


Modern Civilization’s Serious Condition 


But does all of this mean that in our 
age children are not to be regarded as 
a gift of God worth possessing? Abso- 
lutely not. All of this indicates not that 
God is in error, not that children are 
undesirable, but that modern civilization 
is in a serious condition, and as it would 
seem, humanly speaking, a hopeless con- 
dition. 

But in the midst of this, the Christian 
woman, living in moderate circum- 
stances, in perhaps a tiny, inconvenient 
apartment, can know joy in “the chil- 
dren which God hath graciously given 
thy servant.” She can rejoice in the 
Lord who “maketh the barren woman 
to keep house, and to be a joyful mother 
of children” (Psa. 113:9). 

In this time of hundreds of unwanted 
children we must speak of the women 
from whom God, according to His di- 
vine, secret will, has withheld .children 
and who have taken into their homes and 
hearts the children of others. Much are 
they to be honored! Their children ate 
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not bound to them by ties of blood and 
their husband’s love. They are not 
bound to them by suffering. Theirs is 
a bond purely of a woman’s devotion to 
a child, strengthened by the years’ in- 
numerable events. What a sign for re- 
joicing is this in a day of so many pur- 
posely childless marriages to find couples 
who cannot have children moved by 
compassion and willing to care for the 
children of others! 

Hannah wanted a child. She wept 
and refused to eat, so great was her 
sorrow at her barrenness. Then she 
went to the Temple of God. She prayed 
and wept and vowed a vow, “O Lord of 
hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on the 
affliction of thine handmaid, and remem- 
ber me, and not forget thine handmaid, 
but wilt give unto thine handmaid a 
man child, then I will give him unto the 
Lord all the days of his life.” God an- 
swered Hannah’s prayer. And Hannah 
remembered her vow. So Israel had 
Samuel. 

These children whom God has given 
us should be the subject of our constant 
thanks to the divine Giver. We have 
not, probably, made a vow to God be- 
fore their advent. But Hannah’s vow 
should in essence be upon our hearts. 
Some of us have made solemn vows be- 
fore God and men to instruct our chil- 
dren in God’s Word, to pray for them 
and with them, to live godly lives be- 
fore them, and to endeavor to bring 
them up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord. These vows are written 
in Heaven. They should be written 
large in our hearts. The children whom 
God has given are to be His children! 

Motherhood, in the last place, be- 
speaks a life of unselfishness and self- 
sacrifice. Many a modern woman is 
childless simply because she believes the 
way to happiness lies along the paths 
of self-indulgence and self-expression. 
She is not willing to forego the free- 
dom and luxury that is hers without 
the hindrance of children and the ex- 
pense of children. She does not realize 
that in childbearing and child-rearing 
she fulfills her primal function and finds 
her deepest satisfaction. God, the mas- 
ter planner of the universe, made women 
that way. The woman who willfully 
turns from that which is her place in 
society brings ill heaith, physical and 
mental, upon herself in many cases, The 
woman who loses herself in her love and 
service for her husband and children 
finds herself rewarded above what she 
could have imagined. 

The honor due to mothers does not 
come automatically. God wants mothers 
honored. That is the duty of the child 
to fulfill. But He wants mothers to be 
worthy of honor. That is the duty of 
the mother. The virtuous woman, we 
read in Proverbs 31:27, “looketh well to 
the ways of her household, and eateth 
not the bread of idleness.” The mother 
should devote herself to the providing 
of physical comforts and attention, food 
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and clothing, and all necessaries of the 
household. She should provide them 
with love. Paul wants the young women 
to be taught to “love their husbands, to 
love their children” (Titus 2:4). She 
should correct them and discipline them 
according to God’s way, which takes into 
account the sin that resides in them; not 
let them grow unrestrained, expressing 
themselves at will, according to man’s 
way, which ignores the fact of sin. 
Proverbs 29:15 should be memorized by 
every mother to act as a goal and a 
measuring rod for her treatment of be- 
havior difficulties in her children: “The 
rod and reproof give wisdom: but a 
child left to himself bringeth his mother 
to shame.” 

But the woman who fulfills these ob- 
ligations and fails to heed the injunction 
of Deuteronomy 6:7 has failed the Lord 
who gave her children. God had given 
his Commandments in the Decalogue. He 
calls in the preceding verse for unstinted, 
complete devotion on the part of parents 
to Himself. Now He says of these divine 
words, “Thou shalt teach them diligently 
unto thy children, and shalt talk of them 
when thou sittest in thine house, and 
when thou walkest by the way, and 
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when thou liest down, and when thoy 
risest up.” The duty of the mother, a; 
well as of the father, is not accomplisheg 
with the provision of physical necesgj. 
ties, even with the pouring out of love 
or the careful training. Our childrep 
have immortal souls—souls that wij} 
never die. You and I must constantly 
diligently instruct them in God's way, 
Our lips should be instruments of His 
praise. And behind it all, through it all, 
our lives should be examples to them 
of what life can be at its best, liveg 
under the sweet influence of His Word 
and Spirit and prayer. 

God bless mothers! God bless mothers 
who are mothers by their own choice 
and with a desire to obey God. Go 
bless mothers who bear their hardships 
sweetly and bless God through them for 
the reminder of sin and _ salvation 
through Christ. God bless mothers who 
are evérlastingly thankful to God for 
bestowing this gift of a precious life 
God bless mothers whose lives of sery- 
ice, whose training by precept and ex. 
ample promise, according to God’s Word, 
sons and daughters who will in tum 
“glorify God and enjoy Him for ever” 


East Orance, N. J. 


V. An Infallible Bible —or an Infallible Pope? 


The contrasting foundations of the Church of Christ and the Church of Rome 


FUNDAMENTAL distinction between 

the church of Christ (the ecclesia) 
and the Church of Rome is the nature 
of their foundations. The church of 
Christ is built on an infallible Bible; 
the Church of Rome on an infallible 
pope. The Roman Catholic catechism 
says, “We know the Pope must be in- 
fallible because he is the foundation 
stone, as Peter was, of the Church of 
Christ, which is infallible.” Even if 
there was the slightest evidence that 
Peter was the head of the apostolic 
church, this would not prove the point, 
for certainly Peter was very far from 
infallible. Not only did he deny his 
Lord, but on one occasion Jesus ad- 
dressed him as Satan. Moreover, through 
the centuries various popes have proved 
grossly fallible by professing heretical 
doctrines. Thus Pope Liberius fell into 
the error of Arianism, which denies the 
divinity of Christ; while Pope Honorious 
was a Monothelite, holding a doctrine 
that teaches that Jesus had only one 
will, and therefore was not both man 
and God. Certainly the infamous Pope 
John XXIII, the diavolo cardinale, 
showed the cloven hoof! 

The Church of Rome, through the de- 
cisions of its councils, has also shown 
itself grossly fallible by making tradi- 
tion of equal authority with the inspired 
Word. In this it has imitated the rab- 
binie tradition. of the Jews, to whom 
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Jesus said, “Thus have ye made the com- 
mandment of God of none effect by your 
tradition” (Matt. 15:6). The Church has 
also proved itself fallible by including 
in the New Testament until as late as 
the sixteenth century many apocryphal 
writings which were rejected not only 
by the early Church Fathers, but were 
omitted from the Vulgate Version of the 
Bible of the fifth century and were re- 
jected by the Eastern Church, and even 
by Gregory the Great, the founder of 
the papacy. These New Testament apoc- 
rypha were not finally discredited until 
the canon of Scripture was defined by 
the Council of Trent. Despite such pal- 
pable inconsistencies in doctrine, such 
eminent theologians as Alphonso de 
Liguori said, “God himself is obliged 
abide by the judgments of his priests’; 
and St. Thomas Aquinas, revered as “the 
Angelic Doctor,” asserted, “There is no 
difference between the Pope and Jesus 
Christ.” 

Today the most prominent feature of 
Catholic worship is the exaltation of 
Mary. The cult of Mary developed 
gradually, following the paganizing o 
the Church after Constantine. It seems 
to have originated in the Eastern Church 
at Alexandria by calling Mary the 
Mother of God instead of the Mother 
of Jesus. This term gradually gained 
usage, although opposed by Nestorius 
the Patriarch of Alexandria, as late ® 
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the fifth century. It was consistent with 
the paganizing of Christianity to exalt 
Mary to the level of the lesser Roman 
deities. Schaff in his Church History 
says, “The entire silence of history re- 
specting the worship of Mary down to 
the end of the fourth century proves 
clearly that it was foreign to the original 
spirit of Christianity, and belongs among 
the many innovations of the post-Nicene 
He cites as the 
first known instance of the invocation of 
Mary the prayer of Ephraim Syrus in 
$79: and a more certain example in the 
work of Gregory Nyzainzen in 389. How- 
ever, the early Church Fathers did not 
endorse this practice, and there is no 
instance of the invocation of Mary in 
the writings of Athanasius, Basil, Chry- 
sostom, or Augustine, and Epiphanius 
actually condemned the adoration of 
Mary as blasphemous. Certainly the 
New Testament confers no higher honor 
upon Mary than “blessed among women,” 
which refers to the Messianic hope of 
all Jewish maidens that in her might be 
fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah, “Behold, 
a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, 
and shall call his name Immanuel” (Isa. 
7:14). It was to this prophecy that the 
angel referred in his greeting, “Hail, 
thou that art highly favoured.” In the 
universal Catholic prayer, “Ave Maria,” 
the angelic greeting is rendered, “Hail, 
Mary, full of grace.” To this is added 
the greeting of Elisabeth, “Blessed art 
thou among women, and blessed is the 
fruit of thy womb,” followed by the 
word “Jesus.” Many centuries later, at 
the beginning of the sixteenth century, 
apetition was added to the prayer, “Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sin- 
ners”; and still later the Franciscans 
added the final words, “Now and in the 
hour of death.” In the three recorded 
instances in which Jesus addressed His 
thother, he called her “woman” (Greek, 
gune), exactly the same word He used 
in speaking to the woman of Samaria, 
and to the woman taken in adultery. 
Even on the cross He addressed Mary 
a “woman,” and said to John, “Behold 
thy mother!” The scant attention which 
Jesus gave to Mary’s requests while He 
Was on earth does not warrant much 
Téeliance on her advocacy in Heaven, al- 
though this is the least of the reasons 
for rejecting the practice of Mariolatry. 
The first step in the development of 
the cult of Mary was the doctrine of her 
perpetual virginity which first appeared 
in a non-Catholic work of the second 
century, a work which was banned by 
the Church in its earliest list of pro- 
Setibed books. As a Catholic belief, it 
first appeared in 387 in a tract by Jerome, 
entitled “Always Virgin.” But both Ter- 
fillian and Origen maintained that 
"s marriage after the birth of Jesus, 

@md the references to her other chil- 
clearly proved her humanity. 
vever, later theologians explained 

: these facts, and in 451 the Council 
@f Chalcedon decreed that the doctrine 


pes 
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of Mary’s perpetual virginity was an 
essential part of Catholic dogma. 

The next step was the doctrine of her 
immaculate conception. This doctrine 
asserted that Mary was conceived with- 
out original sin, and was based on the 
argument that she must have been sin- 
less because Jesus was sinless. With 
equal reason it might have been asserted 
that her mother was sinless because 
Mary was sinless, and so on backward 
through all her ancestry! This idea of 
Mary’s immaculate conception was un- 
known to the early church. Augustine 
asserted repeatedly that Mary was born 
in original sin, and a churchman as late 
as Anselm also maintained the same view. 
As late as the twelfth century, Bernard 
opposed the institution of a festival in 
honor of this doctrine. Although it was 
a matter of common belief for centuries, 
the doctrine of Mary’s immaculate con- 
ception did not become an official dogma 
of the Church of Rome until confirmed 
by Pope Pius IX in 1854 in the bull, 
“Ineffabilis Deus,” although the infal- 
libility of the pope’s. decrees was not 
recognized as dogma until 1870, as men- 
tioned above. This dogma is directly 
contrary to the inspired Word which re- 
veals that Christ was born “in the like- 
ness of sinful flesh” (Rom. 8:3); and this 
spiritual truth is proved as regards the 
flesh by the genealogies given by Mat- 
thew and Luke. In Matthew’s genealogy, 
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four women are mentioned by name, at 
least three of whom were notorious sin- 
ners. Luke’s genealogy does not men- 
tion these women, but only their hus- 
band’s names, as the ancestry is the 
same at this point, which is confirmed 
with respect to Nathan and Solomon in 
1 Chronicles 3:5. Certainly all the reve- 
lation of the New Testament concerning 
the work of redemption hinges on the 
fact that Christ took upon Himself our 
human nature, although Himself sinless, 
that He might be our perfect substitute. 

From the doctrine of Mary’s immacu- 
late conception, medieval theologians 
reasoned that if she were free from sin, 
her soul must be in Heaven. This led 
to the next step, which was the adoption 
of the pagan idea that her body, like 
the Roman deities on Olympus, was also 
in Heaven. Mythical legends, such as 
the “Transitus Mariae,” which presumed 
to describe Mary’s death, asserted that 
her assumption to Heaven occurred soon 
after her decease, and by the seventh 
or eighth century this became dogma. 
The Catholic catechism merely states 
that “God wished to preserve her body 
from the decay of death because from 
her Jesus took his human nature,” which 
is a slender argument. There is no 
Scriptural ground for such belief, nor 
can the Church of Rome adduce any 
evidence in its support. It is purely 
mythical dogma. 


The Graduate School of Wheaton College 


Its purpose, growth, and fruit 


ARVED on a granite lintel, high 

above the entrance to the library of 
a great American university, are these 
words, “Christo et Ecclesiae” (“For 
Christ and the Church”). Probably few 
of the students and faculty who enter 
the building ever notice the inscription; 
and if they do notice it, doubtless it 
means little to them. Nevertheless, that 
university was founded that the cause 
of Christ in America might not perish 
for the lack of a trained ministry, and, 
even when its curriculum was broadened 
to give a general education to all comers, 
its aims and discipline were still Chris- 
tian. Today, however, in many educa- 
tional institutions there has been a sharp 
decline in spiritual emphasis. Secular- 
ism has grown in power, and public 
education has become almost wholly non- 
Christian, if not generally anti-Chris- 
tian. 

Because of this gradual decrease in 
the number of Christian schools, there 
has been a corresponding shrinkage in 
the number of leaders available to take 
responsibility in the promotion of Chris- 
tian enterprises. . In business, in the pro- 
fessions, and particularly in the minis- 
try and on the mission field, there is a 


By MERRILL C. TENNEY, Ph.D. 


desperate need for young men and 
women who are thoroughly acquainted 
with the cultural heritage of our civiliza- 
tion, who are prepared to undertake the 
completion of the task still waiting to 
be done, and who are sufficiently sacri- 
ficial in spirit to do it without thought 
of reward or of personal fame. One 
major denomination stated a few years 
ago that sixteen hundred of its churches 
were without pastors because suitable 
candidates were not available. Chris- 
tian schools are seeking teachers who 
are proficient in the elements of Chris- 
tian thinking as well as in the particular 
field in which they wish to teach. To- 
day’s foreign missionary volunteers find 
that the countries to which they go are 
demanding an increasingly high degree 
of educational standing from those work- 
ing within their borders. Many govern- 
ments will not allow missionaries to 
enter their lands unless they possess a 
college degree. Where shall these work- 
ers be trained if not within the Christian 
schools of America? 

On the cornerstone of Wheaton College 
is inscribed the motto, “Christo et Regno 
Ejus” (“For Christ and His Kingdom”). 
Because it has kept this motto as a liv- 
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ing conviction rather than a dead letter, 
Wheaton has attempted to meet the pres- 
ent emergency by founding and main- 
taining, for more than a decade, a 
graduate school of theology and Chris- 
tian education. Open only to graduates 
of accredited liberal arts colleges, gradu- 
ate courses in Christian education lead- 
ing to the M.A. degree were inaugurated 
in 1936. About one year later, a dis- 
tinguished businessman made certain 
provisions in his will for the creation 
of a graduate theological course at 
Wheaton College. In agreement with 
the conditions of the will, the curriculum 
for the proposed seminary course was 
drawn up by the administration under 
the direction of the late Dr. Henry C. 
Thiessen, then chairman of the Bible 
department; and, in February of 1938, 
the first five students were enrolled in 
a two-year course leading to the M.A. 
in Theology. 

In the period since that time some 
changes have taken place. The M.A. 
in Theology is now given to candidates 
who can offer as prerequisites twenty 
hours of Bible and twenty hours of 
Greek, and who complete successfully 
a course of thirty-two hours and thesis, 
with a major in Old Testament, or New 
Testament, or Theology, and with a 
minor in allied studies. The M.A. in 
Biblical Literature, added in 1945, may 
be taken by those who have completed 
twenty hours of Bible and New Testa- 
ment Greek before entrance, and who 
finish satisfactorily thirty-two hours of 
residence work with a major in Old or 
New Testament, with a minor in the 
alternate field. Systematic Theology 
and the study of at least one of the Bib- 
lical languages are required of all gradu- 
ate students in the field of theology. Be- 
sides the two courses leading to the 
M.A., the School of Theology offers a 
complete seminary training course of 
ninety-six hours and thesis for the stand- 
ard B.D. degree. Prerequisites for this 
degree are a bachelor’s degree from a 
standard college, with fourteen hours of 
Greek and six hours of Bible. 

The Department of Christian Educa- 
tion offers professional training for 
teachers of Bible and Christian Educa- 
tion, and for young people’s workers, 
religious journalists, pastors, and mis- 
sionaries. The degree of M.A. in Chris- 
tian Education is conferred upon the 
completion of not less than thirty hours 
in Christian Education and the related 
fields of Bible, theology, and church his- 
tory, apologetics, and psychology of re- 
ligion, together with the presentation of 
an acceptable thesis. Those who have 
had extensive undergraduate work in 
these fields may receive the degree on 
the basis of the minimum graduate re- 
quirements; others may take up to four 
semesters’ work to cover the required 
subjects. 

Many of the regular graduate courses 
are offered in the Summer School en- 
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abling students who cannot enroll in the 
regular sessions to obtain graduate de- 
grees by attending classes during three 
or more successive summers. Several 
courses in Theology and Christian Edu- 
cation are offered in rotation during the 
summer months and, as a result, teachers 
and pastors have found this program 
particularly convenient, 

Academically, Wheaton College is ac- 
credited by the North Central Associa- 
tion and by the Association of American 
Universities, and its graduate degrees, 
like its undergraduate degrees, are ac- 
ceptable for credit in the fields to which 
they apply. 

The faculty of Wheaton’s Graduate 
School includes representatives of eight 
different evangelical denominations, All 
of them reaffirm annually their belief in 
the major doctrines of the Bible, such 
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The Inside Passage to Alaska 
With the 
1950 Christian Fellowship Party 


RUISING along the sheltered and 

calm waters of the Inside Passage to 
Alaska is a vacation treat that will en- 
chant and delight those who accompany 
The Sunday School Times Christian Fel- 
lowship party this year. Every turn of 
the vessel reveals new, breath-taking, 
scenic wonders. Towering mountains, 
sweeping down to the water’s edge; tum- 
bling waterfalls; lush vegetation and 
magnificent stands of evergreen forests; 
glimpses of startled wild life as the wash 
of the steamer touches the shore; glori- 
ous sunsets, followed by long northern 
twilights, all combine to fill the days 
with experiences that will never be for- 
gotten. 

At times the steamer slips quietly 
across expanses of indescribably blue- 
green water, dotted with magic islands, 
on any one of which you will not be 
surprised to find a fairy castle. Then the 
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ship threads its way along narrow fiords 
with majestic mountains on either side 
Stops will be made to afford an oppor. 
tunity to go ashore for visits to quaint 
Indian villages, to see colorful totem 
poles and native handicraft. A stop wil] 
be made at a thriving Canadian port of 
10,000 inhabitants, credited with having 
the third finest harbor in the world. 4 
busy pulp and paper town, right in the 
midst of the British Columbia wilder. 
ness, will be visited. The party wil] 
travel as far north as Skagway, Alaska 
stopping on the way to visit such Alas. 
kan towns as Ketchikan, often called the 
salmon-canning capital of the world, the 
principal trading center of southeastern 
Alaska; Metlakatla, the native commp. 
nity of Tsimpsheans founded by Father 
Duncan; Juneau, the modern capital; ang 
Sitka, the old Russian capital of Alaska 

Yet, with these wonders on every 
hand, the party will enjoy the comforts 
of the modern, streamlined and air-con- 
ditioned S.S. :Chilcotin, of the Union 
Steamships, Ltd., excellent and well-pre. 
pared meals, comfortable staterooms, 
deck games for exercise, or comfortable 
deck chairs for lounging and relaxation, 
And all of these features will be enjoyed 
while journeying with fellow Christians 
of like tastes and convictions, many of 
whom will become lifetime friends, 

The party leaves Chicago July 4 re 
turning July 24. In addition to the 
steamship cruise, the tour includes, west- 
bound, the famous Red Lodge Skyline 
Highway; Rainier National Park; Seattle 
Wash.; Victoria, B. C.; and Vancouver, 
B. C. From Vancouver the party wil 
journey eastward by way of the famed 
Canadian Rockies, stopping at Lake 
Louise and Banff. 

If you weuld like information about 
this 1950 Christian Fellowship Tour, a 
postal card addressed to Mr. Harry J. 
Jaeger, Executive Vice-President, The 
Sunday School Times, 325 N, 13th Street, 
Philadelphia 5, will bring it to you. Mr. 
Jaeger will be with the group through- 
out the entire journey. 





S. S. Chilcotin, on which the Christian Fellowship party will journey this summer along the 
Inside Passage to Alaska. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 7. MAY 14. HOSEA REVEALS GOD'S FORGIVING LOVE 


Hosea; printed text, 11:1-4, 8-11; 14:4-9 


Golden Text.—I will heal their backsliding, | will love them freely.—Hosea 14: 4 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Hosea 11:1 When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and 


called my son out of Egypt. 


2 As they called them, so they went from them: they sacrificed 
ynto Baalim, and burned incense to graven images. 
31 taught Ephraim also to go, taking them by their arms; but 


they knew not that I healed them. 


41 drew them with cords of a man, with bands of love: and 
I was to them as they that take off the yoke on their jaws, and 


I laid meat unto them. 


$ How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? how shall I deliver thee, 
Israel? how shall I make thee as Admah? how shall I set thee as 
Zeboim? mine heart is turned within me, my repentings are 


kindled together. 


91 will not execute the fierceness of mine anger, I will not 
return to destroy Ephraim: for I am God, and not man; the Holy 
One in the midst of thee: and I will not enter into the city. 

10 They shall walk after the Lorp: he shall roar like a lion: 
when he shall roar, then the children shall tremble from the west. 

ll They shall tremble as a bird out of Egypt, and as a dove 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
OSEA seems to have confined most 
H of his direct messages to Judah, 
‘speaking rather of the ten tribes 
than to them; but the scope of his proph- 
ecy embraces both, and that very fully. 
In fact, no other messenger gives so 
complete an outline of the ways of God 
with His earthly people as does Hosea, 
even Daniel not excepted. Read in con- 
nection with the visions of the latter, 
the one throws much light upon the 

other. 

Because of His great love for His peo- 
ple, a love utterly unmerited, God had 
brought them out of Egypt, betrothed 
them to Himself in the wilderness, and 
s‘tled them in the Land of Promise. 
There He lavished upon them innum- 
erable evidences of His marvelous grace 
and tender compassion, but on their part 
there was no true appreciation of the 
loving-kindness He had shown toward 
them. They grieved His heart by their 
Uifaithful conduct, worshiping idols, and 
Wing in willful disobedience to His holy 
Therefore they had to pass under 
‘chastening rod, but nothing could 
‘aside His abiding love for His cove- 
‘people. Whenever He could find 
evidences of repentance, He as- 
them of His forgiveness and His 
anging desire for their blessing. 
they followed in the paths of up- 
ess which their faithful, covenant- 
God had marked out for them, 


“ 


‘would have been a different his- 


Tet.us learn from their unhappy course 


saith the Lorp. 


out of the land of Assyria: and I will place them in their houses, 


Chap. 14:4 I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely: 


for mine anger is turned away from him. 

5 I will be as the dew unto Israel: he shall grow as the lily, 
and cast forth his roots as Lebanon. 

6 His branches shall spread, and his beauty shall be as the 
olive tree, and his smell as Lebanon. 

7 They that dwell under his shadow shall return; they shall 
revive as the corn, and grow as the vine: the scent thereof shall 


be as the wine of Lebanon. 


8 Ephraim shall say, What have I to do any more with idols? 
I have heard him, and observed him: I am like a green fir tree. 
From me is thy fruit found. 


9 Who is wise, and he shall understand these things? prudent, 


therein. 
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both to avoid their sins and to know 
the exceeding grace of our God. The 
Church, as a testimony for an absent 
Lord, has failed as fully as Israel, but 
however dark the day, wherever a true 
heart turns back to God, judging itself 
for participation in the common sin of 
those so highly privileged, He who has 
been so grievously dishonored will still 
gladly receive such a one. Yea, He waits 
but for open doors to come in, and sup 
in communion though the hour be late 
(Rev. 3:20). 


The Historical Setting 


Hosea, whose book is the first of the 
so-called Minor Prophets, was a con- 
temporary of Isaiah throughout almost 
his entire ministry, as also of Amos in 
his earlier years. A comparison of the 
first verses of each of their books with 
the one before us makes this evident. 
During the long reign of Jeroboam II, 
through to the reign of Hoshea, kings 
of Israel, and those of Uzziah, Jotham, 
Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, 
there was much to rebuke in the two 
nations, and the prophets were raised up 
for this purpose, 


Verse by Verse 


Hosea 11:1.—“I , . . called my son out 
of Egypt.” It is plain, from a considera- 
tion of Matthew 2:15, that God had in 
view His own Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, when the prophet uttered. these 
words. Yet a careful reading of the first 
few verses of this chapter will make 
it equally clear that the prophet him- 
self, doubtless, had none other than Is- 
rael, nationally, before him when he 
spoke the words quoted. He was speak- 
ing of Israel’s past deliverance from the 
house of bondage, when Jehovah loved 
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and he shall know them? for the ways of the Lorp are right, and 
the just shall walk 


in them: but the transgressors shall fall 


the Inter- 
Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


him and called him, as His son, out of 
the land dominated by the Pharaohs, 

Verse 2. — “They sacrificed unto 
Baalim.” Redeemed by God's sovereign 
power from Egyptian tyranny, they went 
far from Him, though He called them 
in tenderest love. Turning away, they 
sacrificed unto Baalim, and worshiped 
images of man’s design, thus manifesting 
their base ingratitude, 

Verse 3.—“They knew not that I healed 
them.” He had taught Ephraim to take 
his earliest steps, as it were, holding 
His arms and directing his way; but they 
soon, like an ungrateful child, forgot 
Him to whom they owed so much, and 
knew not that it was He who healed 
them, 

Verse 4.—“Bands of love.” Tenderly 
He recalls those early days when He 
“drew them with cords of a man” and 
with “bands of love,” delivering from the 
yoke, and providing all that they needed 
for their sustenance and enjoyment — 
what saint can fail to see in these lovely 
words the story of his own deliverance 
from sin and Satan? God drew us to 
Himself from our wickedness and way- 
wardness by the bands of love, which 
were indeed the cords of a man —the 
Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a 
ransom for all. 

Verse 8.—“How shall I give thee up?” 
God could not bear to make them as the 
cities of the nations upon whom His 
wrath had fallen without any mixture 
of mercy. Zeboiim and Admah (Gen. 
14:8) were two of the cities of the plain 
blotted out in the day when Sodom and 
Gomorrah fell beneath His judgment 
(Deut, 29:23). Of a similar doom Moses 
had warned Israel if they failed to keep 
His holy Law. 
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Verse 9—‘“I will not execute the 
fierceness of mine anger.” God reserves 
to Himself the right to turn from the 
greatness of His wrath, however richly 
deserved, and manifest His loving-kind- 
ness to the people of His choice upon 
their repentance. Therefore, though He 
might righteously have utterly destroyed 
Ephraim, He preserved a remnant, in 


grace, who shall yet be to the praise of * 


His glory. 

Verse 10.—“They shall walk after the 
Lord,” in the day that “he shall roar 
like a lion,” causing His once blinded 
people to tremble at His word. 


Verse 11.—“I will place them in their 
houses.” At His call they will come, 
weeping because of their sin, yet rejoic- 
ing in His love; “as a bird out of Egypt, 
and as a dove out of the land of Assyria,” 
to be placed in their own houses in their 
own homeland, never again to be re- 
moved, according to the word of Je- 
hovah. 


Chap. 14:4.—“I will heal their back- 
sliding.” He who pleaded with His un- 
faithful people to repent and turn again 
to Himself promised full restoration of 
soul to all who would heed His Word. 
The backslider is always welcome to re- 
turn to the Father and may be assured 
of divine forgiveness if he will judge 
himself in the light of the Word. 


Verse 5.—“I will be as the dew.” The 
dew is a type of the refreshing influence 
of the Holy Spirit. - Growth in lilylike 
loveliness and cedarlike strength are as- 
sured when the Holy Spirit is working 
in power in the soul. 


Verse 6.—“His branches shall spread.” 
The reclaimed backslider will be a means 
of blessing to others who will be able 
to find shelter beneath his branches. 
“His beauty shall be as the olive tree.” 
The olive is the oil tree, and oil ever 
figures the Holy Spirit (Zech. 4:3-6), 
whose gracious working gives the re- 
vived believer the fragrance of Lebanon, 


Verse 7.—“They that dwell under his 
shadow shall return.” Those who are 
attracted to the Lord by the evidences 
of His grace, as seen in the restored 
souls of those who had been a means of 
stumbling and reproach, will learn pre- 
cious lessons as they see how tenderly 
God deals with those who thus return to 
Himself, and will themselves share in 
the blessing of fruitfulnmess and power 
for service. 


Verse 8.—“What have I to do any more 
with idols?” When God is known in 
His forgiving grace, the soul loses all 
taste for what once attracted it into paths 
of sin. 

Verse 9.—“The ways of the Lord are 
right.” To this conclusion all who are 
taught of God must come at last, when 
they learn by practical experience, as 
Naomi did (Ruth 1:20, 21), the folly of 
departu~e from Him in whose favor all 
true blessing is found. 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
6. May 7.—Hosea, the Man and His 
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Next Week’s Lesson 
8. May 21.—Micah’s Plea for Right- 
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The Heart of the Lesson 


It is a great thing to realize that hu- 
man sin and failure do not alter the love 
of God toward those who have offended 
Him so grievously. He loves us, not on 
account of anything meritorious that He 
sees in us, but simply because of what 
He is in Himself. “God is love” (1 John 
4:8, 16). This is not what He does, but 
what He is. It is His very nature. And 
loving us, He has Himself provided a 
way for our forgiveness in the first 
place, when we come to Him as needy 
sinners; and our restoration, when we 
fail, even after we have known His grace 
in this initial sense. We wrong Him if 
we doubt His love or if we- give in to 
despair when our awakened consciences 
accuse us of base ingratitude and colos- 
sal iniquity in having offended against so 
holy a God and so loving a Saviour. 


Lesson Outline 


1. Israel’s deliverance from bondage 
(Hos, 11:1) 

. Their forgetfulness of God (v. 2) 

. God’s fatherly care (vs. 3, 4) 

. His yearning heart (vs. 8, 9) 

. Assurance of restoration (vs. 10, 11) 

. Blessing promised upon repentance 
(chap. 14: 4-9) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Backsliding Israel. The noun “back- 
slider” is found only once in the Bible 


avr wh 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HEN did God first call Israel His 
son? 

2. To whom is Hosea 11:1 applied in 
the New Testament? 

3. Why did this Scripture have to be 
fulfilled in Jesus? 

4. What other figure besides that of 
parent and infant (Hos, 11:3) does God 
use to describe His bringing Israel out 
of Egypt? 

5. How do you apply Hosea 11:4 to the 
message of the Cospel? 

6. What is the meaning of the refer- 
ences to Admah and Zeboim (properly 
Zeboiim) in Hosea 11:8? 

7. Did Israel heed the call to repent- 
ance in Hosea 14:1? 

8. Will the restoration be of the north- 
ern kingdom, or the southern? 

9. What triple renunciation will Israel 
make in the day of recovery? 

10. What will be the effect of Israel’s 
recovery? 


(Answers on page 375) 
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(Prov. 14:14). The word “backsliding” 
is found sixteen times, but only in the 
books of Jeremiah and Hosea. Back. 
sliding is falling back from a position 
once taken, or slipping away from a 
condition of soul or a spiritual experi- 
ence once enjoyed. Christians need to 
be on guard constantly lest they depart 
in this way from: the living God. 
“Written for Our Admonition.” Jeho. 
vah’s dealings with Israel of old picture 
His ways of grace with believers now, 
“All these things happened unto them 
for types: and they are written for our 
admonition, upon whom the ends of the 
ages are come” (1 Cor. 10:11). Such is 
the marvelous loving-kindness of our 
God that He finds the objects of His love, 
not among the righteous and the holy, 
but among sinners lost and ruined, de- 
serving naught but wrath and judgment, 
stained with guilt and polluted by sin, 
having all gone out of the way, and be. 
come unprofitable. Nevertheless, He sets 
His love upon wretches so vile and un. 
worthy and redeems them unto Himself, 
that they may glorify Him eternally, 


Summaries and Applications 

Hosea represents God as teaching Is- 
rael to go, even as a parent guides the 
tottering steps of a little child. Do we 
trust ourselves to Him that He may 
direct our ways? 

It is said of Ephraim that he “com. 
passeth me about with lies” (Hos. 11:12), 
Let us beware lest, while we profess to 
love the truth, we be misled by the de- 
ceitful words of the enemy of our souls, 

Every backslider proves the truth of 
the words, “Thou hast fallen by thine 
iniquity” (14:1). No one ever profited 
by turning away from the call of God. 

The Lord Himself told Israel what 
words to use when they should come 
back to Him in repentance and contri- 
tion because of the failures of the past 
(Hos. 14:2). 

Verse 8 in chapter 14 seems to be a 
dialogue between the soul and God. 
Ephraim says, “What have I to do any 
more’ with idols?” Jehovah answers, “I 
have heard him, and observed him.” 
Ephraim exclaims, “I am like a green 
fir tree.” God responds, “From me is 
thy fruit found.” 

There can be no restoration to com- 
munion with God so long as one sin is 
trifled with and remains unjudged; but 
the instant a full confession is made and 
all iniquity is honestly turned from, the 
Word assures us of instant forgiveness: 
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 
John 1:9). This is the principle that 
applies to a lost sinner seeking salva- 
tion, or an erring saint desiring restora- 
tion of soul, for sin judged is sin gone, 
and the soul may enjoy afresh the com- 
munion that has been interrupted by 
disobedience. 

Winona Lake, Inp, 
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lesson for May 14 


From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and loving Father, we give thanks for 
the riches of Thy kindness poured into 
our lives every day. Most of all we 
rejoice in Thy kindness toward us 
through Christ Jesus in forgiving our 
sins and in sending Thy Holy Spirit to 
dwell in our hearts. We know that every 
yirtue we possess, and every conflict 
won, and every thought of holiness are 
His alone. By our study of Thy Word 
today bring us more fully under the con- 
trol of Thy Spirit that His guidance and 
strength may be ours amid all that this 
new week may bring us. Raise the 
fallen, cheer the faint, heal the sick, and 
lead the perplexed. Bring all men to 
feel their need of Thee; and, turning to 
Thee, to find healing for life’s ills. So 
may all people prove the wonder of Thy 
love and every life show forth Thy 

Bless the work and witness of 
every faithful servant of Christ today, 
and bring His Kingdom’s triumph soon, 
for His dear sake and glory. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—At a _ children’s 
meeting recently a boy said he wanted 
God to forgive his sins. He had turned 
to the Lord once, he said, but had “gone 
bad again.” We may be sure God gladly 
forgave him that day, for our Golden 
Text is God’s promise to repentant back- 
sliders: “I will heal their backsliding, 
I will love them freely.” 

How does God heal our backsliding 
when we have “gone bad again”? First, 
by making us troubled about our sins, 





ONE PAD AGAIN? 
ET ACK TO GOD 











and giving us a longing to get right with 
the Lord again. Next, by leading us to 
confess our sins to Him, and do anything 
possible to amend our ways. Then God 
forgives us and restores our souls that 
we may get back into the paths of right 
and good living. 

A little girl, whose father kept a store, 
stole a coin from his cash box. Soon it 
was spent, but the theft troubled her 
conscience and she was so unhappy that, 
a soon as she could, she replaced the 
cin. She felt no better, however, so 
she put a second, and a third coin back 
into the till. Even then she could not 
be at rest, for she felt she should own 
up to her father. She feared to do this, 
lest he should be angry, but at last she 
confessed the theft to him, and at once 
Was happy again. When someone asked 
her what her father had said, she re- 
plied: “Nothing. He only kissed me.” 
God is like that. Though we may have 
“fone bad again,” if we turn in true 
tepentance to Him, and own up to our 
be He will not reproach us, but will 

y forgive and forget. 


Wancouver, B. C., Can. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“I loved him, and called my son out 
of Egypt” (Hos. 11:1).—This is not only 
a reference to the exodus of Israel out 
of Egypt, but also a prophecy regarding 
God’s beloved Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and His return from Egypt to 
Palestine (see Matt. 2:15). 

God loved Israel; not because they 
were more in number than any people, 
for they were the fewest; but because 
He loved them. In other words, the 
cause was not in them, but in Himself 
(Deut. 7:7, 8). 

That God loved His Son is evident 
from the words of the Lord Jesus in 
John 17:24: “Thou lovedst me before 
the foundation of the world.” 

God loved the world of mankind and 
gave His Son that “whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life.” 

The most heart-warming revélation 
regarding God’s love is that He loves 
believers as He loves His Son! (John 
17: 23.) 
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It is a matter of regret that Israel 
failed to appreciate properly God's love. 
And the world today is failing to appre- 
ciate God’s love in the gift of His Son, 

An old countrymen, visiting London 
for the first time, went into one of the 
great art galleries to look around. Pres- 
ently he came to a wonderful painting 
of the Lord Jesus Christ hanging upon 
the cross. He stopped before it, and as 
he gazed at the picture, a great love 
for the One who hung there flooded his 
heart. “Bless Him!” he said aloud. “I 
love Him! I love Him!” 

Others in the gallery heard the old 
man’s words, and seeing the tears trick- 
ling down his old furrowed cheeks, as 
he stood beside the picture, hat in hand, 
forgetful of all else, were touched, and 
stopped before the picture, too. Pres- 
ently a stranger drew near to the man, 
and, grasping his hand, said, “I love Him, 
too, brother !” 

Seeing what had taken place, a third 
stepped forward, saying, “So do I.” Then 
a fourth joined them, and a fifth, until 
there stood before the picture of the 
Saviour a little knot of men, perfect 
strangers to one another, but drawn to- 
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The Rev. J. Emerson Russell, staff cartoonist for The Sunday School Times, and Baptist 
minister and Bible expositor, is now available for Bible conferences in evangelical 


churches. He may be addressed at 945 


Burton Ave., Cincinnati 29. 
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gether by the love of the Lord Jesus. 
(Gospel Herald.) 

“I drew them with cords of a man, with 
bands of love ...” (v. 4).—Dr. G. 
Campbell Morgan said: “In my Bible 
I have put a little red ring round every 
capital ‘I.’ Let me read the brief sen- 
tences introduced by that repeated ‘I.’ 

“First the affirmations: ‘I loved him 
. .. 1 taught Ephraim to walk ...I 
nursed them .. , I healed them .. . I 
drew them with cords of love . . . I lifted 
the yoke .. . I fed them.’ 

“Then the question: ‘How shall I give 
thee up?...’ 

“Finally the declarations: ‘I will not 
.. . J. will not... I am God... the 
Holy One .. .I will not. . . I will not 
... 1 will make them dwell.’” 

That outline reveals very definitely 
who took the initiative. Before we criti- 
cize Israel for failing to respond prop- 
erly to such tender love, let us ask our- 
selves how we have responded to His 
love which delivered us from bondage 
worse by far than Egyptian bondage. 
How seldom, if ever, does a child thank 
father, mother, or nurse for patiently 
teaching him to walk! Have we thanked 
God for drawing us with “cords of a 
man,” the man Jesus Christ, and for 
gently but firmly taking us by the arms 
and teaching us to walk in His ways? 
If not, it is not too late to do it now. 

One night, as a little girl knelt for 
her good-night prayer time, her mother, 
as mothers sometimes do, suggested 
things for her little daughter to pray 
about, and to give thanks for. “Won't 
you ask the Lord Jesus to help you love 
Him more?” said the mother. The child 
lifted her head and there was a puzzled 
look in her clear eyes. “What is it, 
dear?” asked her mother. “Did you say 
for me to ask Him to help me to love 
Him more?” came the question. “Yes, 
my darling.” “But how can I love Him 
more, Mummie?” And in all serious- 
ness, she added: “I am just crazy about 
Him now.” (Junior King’s Business.) 
The child may not have thought it pos- 
sible to love Him more, but we who are 
older know only too well the possibility. 

“I will love them freely” (Hos. 14:4). 
—Despite their wanderings and failures, 
He will heal their backsliding — not only 
the symptom, but the cause; and will 
love them freely, abundantly, and with- 
out cause in themselves. He pleads: 
“Turn, O backsliding children ... for 
I am married unto you” (Jer. 3:14). 
Hosea took back his wife after she had 
been unfaithful to himi; and his love for 
that unworthy woman was a picture of 
the love of the Lord for unfaithful Is- 
They knew of the prophet’s action, 


rael. 
they knew also his act was symbolic; 
hence they should have felt no hesitancy 


in returning to the Lord. In a coming 
day they will not be hesitant. 

“What have I to do any more with 
idols?” (v. 8.)—Praise God, the time is 
on the wing when Ephraim shall ask 
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that question. Some translations show 
this verse in the form of a dialogue. 
When Ephraim says, “What have I to do 
any more with idols?” Jehovah, who 
has been waiting a long time with in- 
clined ears, replies, “I have heard, and 
observed him.” And when Ephraim says, 
“I am like a green fir tree,” Jehovah an- 
swers, “From me is thy fruit found.” 


Wawona, CALIF. 
vw 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, there is one thing you 

don’t want to fail to learn about our 
Heavenly Father. It is His marvelous 
grace toward us sinners. Hosea is giv- 
ing us a good example of it in this les- 
son today. The shortest definition I 
know of the word “grace” is in these 
two words: unmerited favor. Israel did 
not deserve any good thing at the hand 
of God. Israel had sinned —and sinned 
grievously. Time and time again Israel 
had outrageously broken God’s laws; 
had gone body and soul over to idol- 
atry. Yet the Prophet Hosea brought 
God’s message of love and promised for- 
giveness if Israel would repent and re- 
turn unto Him. It is much like the 
story of the Prodigal Son, which Jesus 
told, showing an earthly father’s for- 
giving love. The same loving Heavenly 
Father who was ready to forgive and 
restore Israel shows His grace to us to- 
day. In spite of the fact we have re- 
peatedly broken His Commandments He 
is ready to forgive us; He longs to for- 
give us when we repent and confess our 
sins. He reaches out to us and woos us 
with a tenderness and a love that is be- 
yond our understanding. 

I heard a story in Mississippi that I 
want to tell you. A farmer who usually 
took his cotton to town to sell had loaded 
the wagon with four bales preparatory 
to leaving for the market with it early 
next morning. In the night he was taken 
ill, so that he could not go. He called 
his sixteen-year-old son and told him 
that he would entrust him with the busi- 
ness of taking the cotton to market, giv- 
ing him careful instructions how to try 
all the brokers, sell at the highest price 
obtainable, buy the groceries and other 
supplies, deposit the balance of the 
money in the bank, and return home 
by nightfall. 

The boy was thrilled at being en- 
trusted with so important a responsi- 
bility. He had never done this before, 
and as he drove the mules over the five- 
mile road to town he felt very happy and 
grateful that his father was willing to 
trust him in this way. 

He sold the cotton for a little over 
$400, which was paid him mostly in $20 
bills. Then he proceeded to buy the 
groceries, which amounted to about $25. 
That left $390 to deposit in the bank to 
his father’s credit. This boy had been 
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wishing for the past year that he might 
go to a prep school in a distant city; 
his chum was going there, and he had 
asked his father to let him enter that 
school, too; but Dad told him he coulg 
not afford it that year, maybe later. } 
was a strange coincidence that $390 was 
just the amount which had been figured 
as the cost for the first and second 
semesters. 

The boy had not noticed that a sharp. 
eyed, well-dressed young man had been 
following him ever since at the first 
store he made a purchase and had un. 
wisely displayed his roll of $20 bills 
As he started for the bank this good. 
looking young fellow sidled up to him 
and told him if he had $20 he could show 
him where he could make $100 with it 
very quickly and very easily. The 
told him he didn’t have $20 of his own, 
that the money in his pocket belonged 
to his father. The sharp told him that 
that would be all right; when he made 
the $100 he could put his father’s $2 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Lesson for May 14 


pack and have $80 left for his own. Be- 
sides, he said, he had seen a fellow start 
with $20 that very morning and in a few 
moments had won $400 with it. -There 
was that $390 thought again; wouldn’t 
it be wonderful if he could get it! He 
would just borrow $20 from his father’s 
money, and pay it right back. The trick 
worked. He followed the sharp to the 
game around the corner. His $20 won 
him $60 on the first throw; then $40 
more. Then he yielded to the sugges- 
tion to try $100 while “his luck was 
good.” He did, and lost; but he still had 
$20 of his own and his next throw won 
$0. Now his “luck was back again,” 
try $200 and make a big sweep. He lost. 
Now he had gone $130 into his father’s 
cash. He grew desperate and tried an- 
other $100 — and lost again. The sharpers 
had “fed” him at the first to make him 

heavy, and the result was that he 
lost the last dollar. He tried to borrow 
in order to play and recover. They just 


laughed at him. 

He staggered out of the place, numb 
with despair. What could he do? When 
he thought of facing his father he was 
terror-stricken. He wandered aimlessly 
ground until night, trying to decide what 
to do. He found himself down by the 
railroad yards where a freight train was 
slowly pulling out for the North. Des- 
perate, he jumped into an open box car 
on its way to Memphis — he would go to 
the ends of the earth rather than face 
his father. 

At sundown his father began to look 
down the road through the window, Night 
came on, supper and bedtime, and the boy 
had not returned. His father, fearing foul 
play or some accident, got up, dressed, 
hitched his horse to the buggy, and went 
tp town in search of his boy. He found 
mules and wagon and groceries, but no 
boy. ‘Police were notified and joined 
in the search. They traced him to the 
gamblers’ den, and out again. About 
2am. they found a man who had seen 
the boy get in the box car on the Mem- 
phis-bound freight. The father boarded 
anorthbound passenger train at 4 a.m. 
At Memphis the police were employed 
again. For two days they searched, go- 
ing through the usual haunts of “down 
and outs.” Describing the boy and the 
clothes he wore, they learned he had 
gone to St. Louis a few hours before. 
The father followed there. He spent 
several days in St. Louis and there traced 
the boy to a train bound for Denver. 
In Denver the distressed father spent 
awhole week, but finally picked up the 
tail which led to San Francisco. 


It seemed that at each place, by that 
siange “grapevine” communication used 
by the underworld, the boy was informed 
a his father’s following on his trail, 
ad, terrified, he would break for some 
wher place, if haply he might escape 
the pursuing wrath. At San Francisco 
the father, following the usual method 
which had helped in other places, sought 
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the haunts of the hobos and other un- 
fortunates. After some days he found 
a clue; the boy had been seen the day 
before. 

Next day the father was within an 
hour of the fugitive; then he found one 
who had seen him just a few moments 
before making his way down to the 
docks near the bay. A man said he saw 
somebody crawling under one of the 
warehouses connected with a pier. It 
was dark under there, but the father 
got a flashlight and made his way 
through the mud and slime to where the 
floor of the warehouse came close to the 
ground, and flashing his light here and 
there, soon he discovered the crouching 
form of the boy away back as far as he 
could get. 

Then the father cried out: “Oh, my 
darling boy! don’t be afraid. I’m not 
blaming you for anything; I just want 
you back home, and Mother wants you. 
That is why I have followed you all 
these days and nights. Come now and 
let’s go back home and start all over 
again, for I love you, my boy, and I 
gladly forgive you!” The boy, realizing 
that his father was not following him 
to punish him, crawled out of the hole 
and flung his poor, tired, dirty body 
into that father’s waiting arms. 

That is something like the way God 
seeks lost sinners, fellows! 


Fontana Dam, N. C. 
vg 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HE hearts of parents give us a faint 
picture of the great loving heart of 
our God. 

Last week we saw how the Prophet 
Hosea urged the Israelites to come back 
to’ God, showing them that their only 
hope was in Him. Today we are looking 
at Hosea again to learn about God’s for- 
giving love. 

In Hosea 11 we see the loving heart 
of God longing to forgive His sinning 
people instead of having to punish them. 
In this chapter God appeals to the mem- 
ory of the Israelites, reminding them 
of His kindness to them in their early 
history. Read verse 1. God is using the 
figure of a father with his child. When 
Israel was a young nation, God loved 
him. When was that? The last part of 
verse 1 will tell you. Read verse 2 and 
see how early Israel started on idolatry 
which they had seen in Egypt and which 
eventually proved to be their ruin. 

Read verse 3. ‘This pictures a loving 
father teaching his little son to walk. 
When he becomes tired his father takes 
him up in his arms. God gave the Is- 
raelites just such loving care when He 
led them through the wilderness. What 
can you remember about that? (Manna 
to eat, water from the rock, and so 
forth.) God says that they knew not 
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when He healed them. We find that 
His people failed to appreciate that all 
their blessings came from God, Do we 
always remember that, and thank Him? 

Now read the fourth verse and let us 
make a list on the board of all the things 
named in these four verses that God did 
for the Israelites. (Loved them, called 
them, taught them, carried them, healed 
them, drew them with love, and fed 
them.) 

Verse 5 tells their punishment, and 
why it had to be. What was it? (They 
were to be ruled over by the Assyrians.) 
Why? (Because they'refused to return 
to the Lord.) 

Now read verse 8. See how the Lord 
hated to deliver them up to the As- 
syrians. Because God is just, He must 
punish sin, and yet He loves sin- 
ners. Now read the next verse. Israel 
was only to be punished sufficiently to 
cause her to return to the Lord so that 
she might be forgiven and restored. 
There is One who bore their sins so that 
they might not have to be punished 
eternally as they deserved. Is it not 
wonderful that God wants to forgive 
after He has been neglected and insulted 
time and again? Why does He? (Be- 
cause of His infinite love.) 

Let us read the last chapter of Hosea, 
reading the verses alternately. See how 
urgently Israel is invited to return to 
the Lord. Read verse 4 again. What 
a wonderful thing for God to say, after 
the way Israel had treated Him! What 
forgiving love! And this God is our 
God! How have we treated Him? God 
has done even more for Christians than 
He did for Israel. What return have 
we made for all His goodness? Do we 
ever let a day go by without speaking 
to Him and reading His Word? Are we 
careful to obey Him in all things? He 
deserves our utmost consideration, yet 
we neglect Him and grieve Him. Ask 
yourself this question right now, “If I 
treated any other friend as I treat the 
Lord Jesus, would he still love me?” 
But the Lord Jesus does still love you. 
Have you been wandering away from 
Him? He still loves you and wants you 
to return to Him this very day. He says, 
“I will heal your backsliding. I will 
love you freely.” 

We will close our class this morning 
with a few moments of silent prayer. If 
you have been wandering, come_ back 
to your loving Lord now, and rejoice in 
His full forgiveness. Thank Him that 
He is such a wonderful Friend. Ask 
Him to give you a deeper appreciation 
of His changeless love, in spite of. our 
forgetfulness and ingratitude. 

Engrave this deeply on our hearts 
With an eternal pen, 


That we may in some small degree 
Return Thy love again. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
we 
Please. pray for the contributors and 


staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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@. To help a boy or girl chart 
a happy and successful life; 


@. To help bring peace of mind 
toa dear one sorely troubled; 


@, To delight the soul of one 
who loves the Bible but has 
never owned an Oxford: 


America’s Gift Bible since 1675 


Your bookstore has many fine 
editions for your selection 


$1.65 to $250.00 
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| HELPFUL BOOK 
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MADE EASY 


“Smooth Sailing” — the FREE book 
that tells you all about Daily Vacation 
Bible School. It’s your “Mariner's 
Handbook,” with tested tips on DVBS 
piloting. It covers every phase of your 
DVBS voyage in seven logical steps. 
Here's a book that gives you full 
information about a course that is 
COMPLETE to the last detail. 


MlBible 
VACATION SCHOOL LESSONS 


THIS GREAT BOOK Is yours FREE! 
Get it from your favorite dealer or Scripture Press 


f Yet PLEASE RUSH TO ME — 
| ___FREE COPIES of the 
DVBS book “SMOOTH SAILING” by Bernice T. Cory 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1950 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 1£ cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


He Still Loves Us.—I will heal their 
backsliding, I will love them freely 
(Hos. 14:4, Golden Text). There is a 
strange power in the consciousness of 
being loved. .. . It is said that one of 
the most distinguished statesmen of the 
times of the American Revolution was 
once a hopeless drunkard. He had been 
engaged to a beautiful girl, but his dis- 
sipation had compelled her to break the 


- engagement and sever herself from his 


influence, which was dragging her down. 
She had not ceased to love him, or to 
pray for him. One day she was passing 
along a suburban road. She saw him 
lying intoxicated by the sidewalk, his 
face exposed to the broiling, blistering 
sun, and swollen with drink and ex- 
posure. Her tender heart was moved, 
and, as she passed by, she took her 
handkerchief and gently spread it over 
his stupid, sleeping face. An hour or 
two later he awoke and saw the hand- 
kerchief and her name upon the corner 
of it. He sprang to his feet, and a glad 
thrill of hope and courage came to his 
heart. “She loves me still,” he said, “all 
is not yet lost. For her sake I will re- 
deem my life.” And he did. ... Oh, how 
much more power there is in the love of 
Christ to save lost men from despair, 
if they can only believe that He loves 
them !—From A. B. Simpson, in the Alli- 
ance Weekly. Sent by Charles W. Lay- 
zell, Flint, Mich. Prize illustration. 


Covered With White—I loved him 
(Hos. 11:1). “A long time ago,” said a 
nervous chap, to a servant of the Lord 
who was sitting with him in a railway 
coach, “I ran away from home. I have 
been longing to come back, but Father 
does not answer my letters. I wrote to 
Mother, but am not waiting for her re- 
ply. I told her if it was all right she 
must hang a white rag on a crabapple 
tree down near the railroad tracks 
where I could see it from the train. If 
I do not see the white rag I shall go 
on by. Weare getting near, and I am 
afraid to look for fear the white rag 
will not be there.” “I will look for you,” 
said the Christian. As they came in 
sight of the tree he exclaimed, “Look! 
look! There is a white rag on every 
limb of that tree !"—From Choice Glean- 
ings Calendar. Sent by M. H. James, 
Toronto, Can.; Grace Robinson, Topeka, 
Kans.; and Mrs. Mary Bryson, Hollyburn, 
B. C., Can, 


A Father’s Love and Sacrifice.—I drew 
them with cords of a man, with bands 
of love (Hos. 11:4). Many years ago 
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a boy came back to the city from which 
he had run away some time before. He 
came riding in a box car, drunk and 
penniless. The next morning, while his 
brain was still dull, he stopped a couple 
of men on the street and asked for 
money for a meal. One of the men 
looked cl.sely at him, and then said to 
the other, “I must ask you to excuse me 
I recognize here the son of an old friend 
and I must go with him.” But what 
he could not bring himself to say in the 
shock of the recognition was that it was 
his own son who stood there. The father 
took the boy with him. He arranged his 
business so he could be away from it, 
and gave up his life to his son. He 
never left him day or night, and never 
by word or sign rebuked him for the 
past, but put all the strength of his sou] 
into the battle until after six months, 
one night in a city mission, the boy found 
Christ and was saved.’ What a picture 
the story gives of the divine Father, 
seeking and striving with wandering 
children, with no recriminations for the 
past, only an eager longing that the sin. 
mer come back into right relation- 
ship with his Maker.—Condensed from 
Youth’s Companion. Sent by B. M. Dob- 
bin, Tingley, Iowa; and Josephine A 
Kinzly, North Tonawanda, N. Y. 


Preferring the Slums.—How shall | 
deliver thee, Israel? how shall I make 
thee as Admah? (Hos. 11:8.) We have 
been told repeatedly by humanists that 
all humanity needs and wants is a right 
environment. It is a difficult argument 
to answer until human nature itself 
comes to our aid. This has happened 
in London, England. English local 
authorities have carried out a huge low- 
rent ‘housing program to provide com- 
fortable homes for slum dwellers. When 
the time came for the slums to be 
cleared, the people refused to move. 
Their reasons were that it would break 
up their neighborliness, and remove 
them too far from the corner saloon. 
Strange as it may seem, some people 
have left the new houses to return to the 
slums. This upsets entirely the human- 
ists’ theory of environment.—From the 
Watchman-Examiner. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


He Would Not Look.—What have I to 
do any more with idols? (Hos. 14:8) 
Bardo lived out in the great Mongolian 
desert, where the Gospel had never been 
preached. One day he heard that miles 
away there was a mission school; he left 
home and went to this school. Each day, 
along with his lessons, he was required 
to memorize Scripture verses. When he 
heard the story of Jesus, Bardo said to 
himself, “I believe Jesus is the Son of 
the one God, and I shall love and serve 
Him.” From that day he began to pray 
and try to win to Jesus his family and 
friends. Now the Mongolians worship 
idols. They place their idols on a table 
opposite the door of their tents, and 
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every person as he enters is supposed to 
pow before them. When they saw that 
Bardo did not bow before them, they 
peat him and tried to force him to wor- 
ship their gods again. Finding they 
could not make him deny Jesus, they 
turned him out of their tents. One day 
apriest met Bardo and beat him severely 
on the head. This brought on a fever 
that took away Bardo’s strength and 
caused him to gradually waste away. 
When his people saw that he was almost 
dead, they wanted to use some of their 
heathen methods to save his life, but 
Bardo would not allow it. He begged 
to be carried to the missionaries. Then 
they placed on the wall by his bed 
some of their charms and commanded 
him to look at them and live; but Bardo 
turned his back to the wall, though he 
had to place himself in a painful posi- 
tion, so that his eyes would not look 
on the false gods. Just before he died 
they tried again to get him to give up 
his faith in Jesus, but he answered with 
his last breath, “Jesus is my Saviour; 
Iam not afraid to die."—From Junior 
Leader’s BYPU Quarterly. Sent by Mrs. 
§, J. Beeker, Nashville, Tenn. 


Better Off.—Who is wise, and he shall 
understand these things? (Hos. 14:9.) 
Asoldier was scoffing at a Christian lad, 
saying, “You think you are so much 
better than we are, don’t you?” “Not 
better,” was the reply, “but better off.” 
-From Good News Broadcaster. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


The Ladle and the Teaspoon.—The 
ways of the Lord are right, and the just 
shall walk in them (Hos. 14:9). Billy 
Bray, the uneducated coal miner, praised 
the Lord all the time. He was known 
for his thankfulness to God in every- 
thing and for getting answers to his 
prayers. One time in a meeting, when 
he heard someone telling a long story 
of troubles and trials, he jumped to his 
feet and said, “Bless the Lord, I’ve had 
tials and troubles. The Lord has given 
me both vinegar and honey, but He has 
given me the vinegar with a teaspoon, 
and the honey with a ladle.”—From a 
pamphlet of “The Bible Friend.” Sent 
by Anna A, Milligan, Sterling, Kans, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


Hosea Proclaims God’s Love (Hos. 14:1-4, 9) 


| poster background for the Hosea 
figures may be simply drawn with 
three lines for the corner of a room: 
me line parallel to the bottom extend- 
ig part way across (for floor), from 
that, one slanting downward to the op- 
Msite side (also floor), a vertical line 
ward from the intersection of the 
Peteding two (walls). The dirt floor 
should be colored brown and the walls 
light gray. The name HOSEA may be 
paced at the top center. “I will love 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


them freely” may be printed at the bot- 
tom if there is space. Or the refer- 
ences, 14:4 and 14:9, may be printed in 
the upper corners to recall the two Mem- 
ory Verses. 

For practice in finding the Book of 
Hosea, put the letters of Hosea’s name 
vertically on the blackboard. Give the 
following references to outdoor things, 
and let the child who first finds the word 
beginning with that letter write it on 


the board: 4:16 (heifer); 14:6 (olive 
tree); 13:3 (smoke); 8:1 (eagle); 8:9 
(ass). 


He couldn’t be outdoors 
all the time. He had babies to tend. 
Do you remember why? How often 
Hosea held up little Lo-ammi, while the 
baby was trying to take his first steps. 
Then there was dinner to cook, and 
bread to bake. Sometimes things got 
burned up, or he forgot to turn them, 
so they didn’t get done all the way 
through. Maybe your father would have 
trouble like that if he took over 
Mother’s work! 

All these hard things seemed to give 
Hosea good ideas for his sermons. Be- 
cayse he listened to God, God spoke to 
him even through toddling babies, 
burned biscuits, and smoke from the 
oven chimney. Maybe you think you 
have a hard time at home. Do like 
Hosea. Keep close to God and listen 
to His voice. He will make even the 
hard things a help to you (Rom, 8:28). 

Hosea did-not always have to preach 
sermons to remind people of what God 
said. Whenever he shouted down the 
street, “Jezreel, Not-Receiving-Kindness, 
Not-My-People, come home for supper,” 
the neighbors remembered God was pun- 
ishing their country for sin and would 
not help them in their troubles. Then 
when Hosea brought bad Gomer back 
home, whenever they saw her around 
the house, they remembered Hosea’s 
words: “God is like that. He will take 
bad people back.” 

Now let us listen to one of Hosea’s 
word sermons: “O Israel, come back 
to the Lord your God. You have gotten 
into trouble because of your sins. (Many 
of the people had been carried off pris- 
oners to another country, Assyria.) In- 
stead of bringing lambs for sacrifices, 
use words and say to the Lord: Take 
away all our sins. Take us back. We 
will thank you with our lips instead of 
sacrificing calves. Assyria cannot save 
us; horses to ride upon cannot save us. 
We will not make idols and call them 
gods any more. You are kind to those 
who have no help.” Now Hosea gives 
God’s answer: “I will forgive their sin. 
I will love them freely. My anger is 
gone.” Then Hosea closed his sermon 
with these words, “The ways of the 
Lord are right, and the just shall walk 
in them” (14:9, last week’s Memory 
Verse). 

How sad Hosea was when the chil- 
dren he had loved and cared for so 


Poor Hosea! 
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REVELL PRESENTS... 


THE yes SECRET OF 
CHRISTIANITY 


By Nathan R. Wood 


Examine the claims 
of Christianity, its 
contributions and 
success, its place in 
the world—and find it 
a faith above all other 
faiths, with one tre- 
mendous distinguish- 
ing characteristic, 
Christ, its founder, 
makes Christianity 
more than a faith: it 
is a person. Here, in 
a book of organized thought, of private de- 
votion and adoring wonder, is Jesus Christ 
as the most important fact in history. 
Vibrant reality, redemption, immortal- 
ity, the divine purpose at work—God 
emerging in Christ as the supreme embodi- 


ment of love. $2.00 








TRUTH UNCHANGED, 
UNCHANGING 


By D. Martyn 
Lloyd-Jones 


A frontal attack upon 
the fads and fallacies 
of the Gospel.accord- 
ing to man. Ruth- 
lessly exposes the 
humanistic and mod- 
ernistic trends of cur- 
rent religious think- § 


ing. 

A brilliant phillipie 3 
for those who would ¢ 
avoid the stumbling 
blocks of liberal humanism, and for the 
sincere searcher after truth so long pro- 
claimed in the Gospel. $1.25 








KINDLING FOR REVIVAL 


In this series of rous- 
ing yet reverent ser- 
mons on the “‘lost 
art’ of evangelism, 
the reader learns 
quickly why men are 
lost, and bow they 
may he saved. These 
sermons are a call to 
the old, simple things 
and truths — God's 
love of the sinner, the 
inexhaustible _ riches 
of Christ, the essentials of grace and re- 
demption. 

Dr. Lawrence, with this book, hurls 
another torch on the growing revival fire 
now sweeping the nation. $2.25 





At All Bookstores 


Fleming H. Revell Company 
New York 10, WN. Y. 
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Interdenominational, tuition-free 
training for every type of Christian 
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trained. Write for free catalog. 
Address Admissions, Dept. 1222 
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Bible Institute 








JOHN BROWN UNIVERSITY 


Brown Military Academy of the Ozarks 
Siloam Springs and Sulphur Springs, Ark. 
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Specialization. 
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postpaid. 
The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 North 13th Street 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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tenderly were naughty and disobedient! 
They did not always walk in his ways 
or God’s ways. He spanked and scolded, 
no doubt. Still he loved them. And as 
always, he thought of God, and God’s 
love. “I will love them freely” (14:4, 
Memory Verse). Does God love you 
boys and girls when you are naughty? 
Indeed He does! The Lord paid the 
price on the cross. Now He is waiting 
for you to come and say you are sorry. 
Then He will take you back. He loves 
you freely. 
Orono, MAINE. 
We 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


AST Sunday we talked about Hosea’s 

warning from God that He would 
punish the sin of Israel and Judah. To- 
day we have the other side of his mes- 
sage from God. After telling them how 
wicked they were and how terrible their 
sin was before God, then Hosea had a 
message of love from God for them. For 
God still loved them, wicked though they 
were. 

The reason that the sin of Israel and 
Judah was so much worse in God’s sight 
than that of the heathen was because 
God had chosen them to be His people, 
and had given them prophets and priests 
and His Commandments, and had taught 
them what He wanted them to do. He 
had loved them, and given them every- 
thing to make them want to love and 
serve Him. But they had turned away 
from Him after all that, and they had 
to be punished. But God loved them 
yet and promised a time of joy and hap- 
piness to Israel after the age-long pun- 
ishment. 








Another Peoples Book Club Selection! 









$3.00 
By the Author of 


ROOT Out of DRY GROUND 
“A story of deep, elemental 
human emotions, mastered 
by even deeper spiritual 
realities, yet told with re- 
straint and delicacy.” 


A Splendid Story of Christian Tolerance 


Y BROT 


Author of Root 


By Argye M. Briggs Out of Dry Ground 


THIS, MY BROTHER is a strong and beautiful study of Josh 
Kenyon, of his kin, and of the people who draw the fluid riches 
from the oil basins below the Texas earth. 
Josh — the boy and the man — who, unutterably alone among 
many, working, writhing, achieving, failing, found the day- 
break of a new peace which dispelled the canker of hatred and 
brought tolerance and respect, love and communion of soul. 


THIS, MY BROTHER is a book you will love — a significant 
theme, gripping development, a book written from the heart — 
one that will long endure in your heart and mind. 


Order Your Copy Today! 


At Your Bookstore 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 


It is the story of 


Grand Rapids, Michigan 
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Don’t you think God must look at 
America about the same? We have had 
everything to make us want to be a 
really Christian nation. The people who 
settled this country almost all came here 
so that they could worship God freely, 
They believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and preached salvation through His blood, 
Churches and schools were started by 
these Christian people. Our govern. 
ment was founded by Christian men, 
largely. We have always had God's 
Word, and heard it preached and taught 
in church and Sunday school. Yet today 
we, as a nation, have turned away from 
God. We have turned to our own wis- 
dom, and are going our own way, and 
it is surely a way that is leading to 
punishment and judgment. 

But God’s word to America is the same 
story of everlasting love that Hosea told 
his people. God does not promise us 
the same things He promised to Israel, 
because they are His earthly people, 
while the Church is His heavenly Bride 
of Christ. But God’s love never fails, 
He promised to Israel a Kingdom set up 
in their own land, a return from their 
long exile, and peace and prosperity in 
Jerusalem. He promised to give them a 
new heart, a heart that would no more 
worship idols. That was the great sin 
of Israel, worshiping idols. 

Over and over God had punished them 
by short captivities, when they were 
either carried away from their homes 
or else had to serve other kings at home, 
Then the people would repent and pray 
to God to save them from their trouble. 
God would free them from their enemies, 
and they would worship Him for a little 
while, and then away they went after 
heathen gods, and had to be punished 
again. They acted just like some chil- 
dren I know. They are so naughty they 
have to be punished. Then they cry 
and wail until their mother forgives 
them. They are going to be good and 
mind her, but in a few hours they are 
as bad as ever. That’s not very earnest 
repentance, is it? I hope none of you 
do that way. 

But the mother of the children still 
loves them, and God still loved Israel, 
and He still loves America, and wants 
this country to return to Him and wor- 
ship Him in spirit and in truth. If the 
people under our beautiful flag would 
repent and turn to God, and confess their 
sin, God would cure our ills, and pour 
out a great blessing upon this land. But 
if they do not, God is going to do with 
us as He has done with countries who 
turned away from Him—He will pun- 
ish us. 

Israel didn’t pay any more attention 
to Hosea’s message of God’s love thaw 
they did to his message of warning 
They went on in their sin and idolatry 
until they were carried away captive, 
and scattered among all nations, where 
most of them still are. Not the same 
people, of course, for they are long sinc 
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dead, but their descendants, the Jewish 
people. Yet God's love for the Jew still 
stands, and His promises to them will be 
fulfilled, every word of them. When 
Christ returns in power and great glory, 
He will set up His Kingdom, with His 
throne at Jerusalem. All Israel will be 
blessed; they will believe on Him, their 
Messiah; and they will be the greatest 
nation in the world. 

When you children hear people saying 
unkind things about the Jews, and call- 
ing them names, or being mean to them, 
remember that they are still God’s peo- 
ple, and He has not forgotten them, and 
there is a curse on the person or the 
nation that is unkind or cruel to the 
Jew. We have our Bible through the 
Jewish men whom God called to write 
it The Lord Jesus Christ Himself was 
porn in Bethlehem of a Jewish mother. 
Love the Jew, and give him the Gospel. 
Many of them today are accepting Christ. 

Fe.ton, CALIF, 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 368) 


1. When Israel 
Egypt (Exod 4:22). 


2 To our Lord Jesus (Matt. 2:15). 
%. On the principle of Hebrews 2:17. 


was in bondage in 


4 That of an eagle with its 
(Exod, 19:4; Deut. 32:11, 12), 


§. Use it to describe release from the 

heave cruel servitude of sin, and the 
sweet, joyous servitude of love into 
which Christ brings us. 


6. These two places were utterly de- 
stoyed with Sodom and Gomorrah 
(Deut. 29:23). God cannot countenance 
the total destruction of Israel, despite 
her sin (see Hos, 11:9). 


1. No, but “it’s comin’ yet, for a’ that.” 
The vision of chapter 14 will yet be re- 
alized. 


8. Israel is undivided in the purposes 
of God. “All Israel shall be saved” 
(Rom, 11:26). 


§. (a) The help of Gentile nations; 
(b) their own military equipment; (c) 
their false gods, See them in Hosea 14:3. 


10. All who “dwell under his shadow” 
will partake of Israel’s blessings (Hos. 
£7; see also Rom, 11:11-15). 


Wueaton, Itt, 


-—_— 


On “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
Rtwspapers carry an unusual volume 
# advertising. Thousands turn to these 
Pages to plan their buying. Thus they 
‘Btow what to buy and where. The 

advertising columns carry news 
*f importance to you in your work in 
fhe church or Sunday school. Why not 
van your purchases with the help of 


young 








these columns? 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, May 14 
Lost — One Out of Five Homes! 
(2 Tim. 1:5; Eph. 5:25-31; 1 Cor. 7:10-16; 
Luke 16:18) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

T IS said that Philip Henry, the great 

English Nonconformist clergyman, 
gave this advice to his children regard- 
ing their marriage and future home: 
“Please God, and please yourselves, and 
you will please me.” His usual word 
to newly married friends was, “Others 
wish you all happiness. I wish you all 
holiness, and then there is no doubt that 
you will have all happiness.” 


b 


This Sunday of May ft is being ob- 
served in many young people’s societies 
as Christian Family Day. Those of us 
who are not yet thinking about marriage 
or beginning our own homes neverthe- 
less will do well to remember that we 
have a definite responsibility to do 
everything within our power to create 
and maintain a happy home right where 
we are today. 

The sixth chapter of Ephesians, which 
follows one of the portions chosen for 
our Scripture lesson this week, sets forth 
the responsibility of children in the 
home to obey their parents, and to honor 
their fathers and mothers. This applies 
even where the father and mother are 
not believers, to everything short of 
that which is directly contrary to God’s 
Word and God’s Law. The home and 
family have been ordained by God as 
the place in which young people are 
to be protected and nurtured, and it is 
here that many valuable lessons of un- 
selfishness, true humility, obedience, co- 
operation, and living with others may 
be learned. 

bd 


If your home is a Christian home, 
thank God for it, and do everything in 
your power to keep it so, for it is a 
mighty influence for good, out of which 
should flow an increasing stream of god- 
liness, as was the case in the home of 
Timothy. Notice in that home, as men- 
tioned in 2 Timothy 1:5, the continuity 
of faith, first in the grandmother, then 
in the mother, and finally in Timothy. 
Such is the normal function of a Chris- 
tian home to produce a stream of faith- 
ful and consistent believers. There may 
be times when the loving restraints of 
the home will seem irksome or burden- 
some, or when you will feel that Mother, 
or Father, or others in the home are 
old-fashioned and do not understand the 
problems of present-day young people. 
But, if you will be patient and will talk 
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Peace of Mind 


THROUGH A REMARKABLE LIFE 
PLAN THAT ENABLES YOU TO 
GIVE AND RECEIVE RICHLY 


The secret of attaining Peace 
of Mind is, first, freedom 
from worry. If you are con- 
cerned about protection in 
your old age, if you are 
burdened by investment ex- 
penses and problems, you can 
shed this anxiety by adopt- 
ing the American Bible Society Annuity Plan. 
Annuity Agreements may be bought for as 
little as $100, and you get immediate, excel- 
lent, permanent, and unchanging return. 


Secondly, Peace of Mind can only be 
achieved through unselfish sharing. You enjoy 
this great blessing when you purchase Ameri- 
can Bible Society Annuity Agreements be- 
cause, after you and your survivor have had 
the use of your money, it is used to further 
the worldwide Ministry of the Bible. 


An {interesting free booklet, 
“A Gift That Lives”, tells how 
you are entitled to certain tax 
exemptions under this 
Plan, and how thou- 
sands are enjoying 
long life and happi- 
ness under its benefits. 


ee 





MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY WITHOUT FAIL! 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 
Please send me, without obligation, your 
booklet 15SS entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 


Name 





Address. 





City. 

















What Will Bring Revival? 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
Director of Great Commission Prayer League 
Ten chapters, 54 pages, devoted to 
the answer to this question, is con- 
tained in this paper-bound booklet. 
Preacher and layman will profit 
much by the reading of this excel- 
lent presentation. 

25 cents, postpaid 
The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N, 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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Going to 
HIGH SCHOOL? 


MONTROSE offers you— 
@ Christian fellowship © accred- 
ited Jr. - Sr. H.S. courses @ live 
: ; social and sports program ®@ 13- 
j acre campus @ attractive dorms 
i @ 5- and 7-day resident and day 
\ school enrollment @ reasonable 
rates. 






































The Montrose School 
137 Oak Lane, Essex Fells, N. J. 
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CARILLONIC BELLS 







Selected for National Evening 
Hymn Memorial Carillon at 


ARLINGTON NATIONAL 
CEMETERY 


















1 “WHILE THESE BELLS RING, 
: SAFELY REST. FREEDOM LIVES!” 


j So reads the Memorial Tablet com- 
memorating this gift of a mighty 
' electronic Carillon from the Ameri- 
can Veterans of World War II to 
the people of the-United States. 
We, as the maker, are greatly 
honored that “‘Carillonic Bells” 
have been accepted by Harry S. 
Truman, President of the United 
States, The Congress, and other 
Government bodies for this soul- 
stirring memorial. 
The ever-increasing number of 
Hi “Carillonic Bell’ instruments pro- 
viding vibrant “Living Memorials’”’ 
in churches, universities, and pub- 
lic locations throughout the world 
testify to the musical and mechan- 
ical superiority of this Schulmerich 
product. 
Prices are apeninasy low—No 
tower is required. For informa- 
tion, write... 


CARILLONIC BELLS 
Schulmerich Electronics, Inc. 
254 Carillon Will, SELLERSVILLE, PA. 
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these things over with the Lord, and let 
Him give you His viewpoint, the time 
will come when you will thank Him, 
from the bottom of your heart, for hav- 
ing surrounded you by such loving re- 
straints and safeguards, and for having 
held before you the consistent example 
of an old-fashioned faith in God and in 
His Word. 
vg 


If yours is not a Christian home, ask 
God to help you make it so, and to use 
you as an example of Christian love, 
obedience, thoughtfulness, and consider- 
ation, so that the others in the home may 
see Him in you, and may want Him in 
their lives, too. If there are younger 
ones in your home, you may have a very 
real part in reading the Scriptures to 
them, telling them Bible stories, and, 
in many other ways, gently leading them 
to know the One you love and serve. 


bd 


The title of our topic for this week 
brings us the sfartling fact that, in this 
land of ours, one out of five marriages 
goes on the rocks. All too often we 
are prone to think that a marriage be- 
gins with the marriage ceremony. As 
Christian young folks, we need to real- 
ize that it begins long before this. The 
marriage ritual states, “Whom God hath 
joined together, let no man put asunder.” 
Is it only in the pronouncement of these 
words by the minister that God joins 
two young people together? Statistics 
show that most happy marriages are the 
result of long-standing friendships with 
others in the same church circle, or 
school, or office, or neighborhood. 

Many of us may not be thinking seri- 
ously about marriage just now, but it 
is important that we understand that the 
casual friend of today may be the one 
we will stand beside at the altar some 
day, and, therefore, as Christians, we 
need to be extremely careful in the 
choice of our friends. 

God's Word makes it plain that the 
believer should not be linked with the 
unbeliever in marriage. It is careless- 
ness, or deliberate disobedience, to this 
warning that lays the groundwork for 
many unhappy homes. How can two 
walk together unless they be agreed? 
That agreement should begin in the 
things of the Lord. Many young folks 
have been terribly fooled in marrying 
those who use intoxicants by the delu- 
sion that after marriage such a practice 
will be abandoned. It is infinitely more 
dangerous to assume that, after mar- 
riage, one’s mate may accept Christ and 
become an earnest Christian. The time 
to make certain that one’s husband or 
wife is.a Christian is before marriage, 
not after. 

& 


Another important understanding to 
be reached before the marriage vows 
are taken is regarding the family altar 
in the home and the rearing of any chil- 
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dren in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord. A certain radio program has 
employed a slogan that has its roots in 
the Scriptures. It reads, “The family 
that prays together, stays together.” 
When a definite time each day is set 
aside for the reading of the Word and 
prayer, God has an opportunity to 
smocth out any little disagreements and 
to settle any differences that may arise, 
before they can grow into larger dis. 
agreements that mar the home life or 
disrupt it. 
4 

Still further, it is important for young 
folks to understand very early that a 
difference in religious faith places g 
great barrier in the way of a happy 
home. Such a difference is not always 
insurmountable, and sometimes God can 
use one earnest believer in the home to 
bring about a change in the other, but 
all too often a religious difference re. 
sults in abandonment of any real Chris. 
tian testimony or an absolute division in 
the home. It is a hazard no earnest be- 
liever should risk. The time for young 
people to guard against such hazards 
is in the very beginning of an acquaint- 
anceship, and not after it has been 
allowed to develop and grow into some- 
thing that is stronger and more difficult 
to break. 

Finally, as Christian young folks, we 
should see that God's plan for marriage 
is a lifetime partnership. It is nota 
process of trial and error as Hollywood 
would have us believe. Hence the need 
for letting Him show us the one whose 
love will last and who will make us 
supremely happy in Him, and with 
whom we can build a home that will 
honor Him, and which He can bless, 


PHILADELPHIA, 


“ 
A Word From President Edman 
on Revival 
(Continued from second page) 


vals; those educated in the Old Coun- 

try being generally opposed to them. 

President Witherspoon was of that 

number, and he accordingly told the 

anxious student that the raging ex- 
citement was fanatical, not truly re- 
ligious, and Burr went away relieved 

(p. 58). 

“How different might have been the 
career and contribution of Aaron Burr 
if he had become a Christian during that 
revival ! 

“The great movements of our genera- 
tion, science, which was thought to have 
all the answers for human need and 
philosophy, and statism, which seeks 
again to bring into bondage the human 
spirit to the power of the state, have left 
our hearts empty; and it seems to Us 
that Almighty God is seeking to speak to 
this bruised and bewildered generation. 
We want to hear what He has to say 
us in His Word and through His Son, the 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 
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Lesson for May 14 


The Graduate School of 


Wheaton College 
(Continued from page 366) 


as the plenary verbal inspiration of the 
Old and New Testaments, the Trinity of 
the Godhead, the virgin birth and full 
deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, the total 
sinfulness of man, the salvation of the 
sinner by faith in the atoning blood of 
Christ, the bodily resurrection and ascen- 
sion of Christ, the personal and premil- 
jennial return of the Lord, the sanctify- 
ing and guiding presence of the Holy 
Spirit in the life of the believer, the 
eternal blessedness of the saved, and the 
eternal misery of the lost. Nor are these 
beliefs purely theoretical, for the fac- 
ulty hold and teach that all of these 
doctrines must be embodied in a zealous 
life of service in order to be truly ef- 
fective. 

From the standpoint of training, there 
are available on the graduate faculty 
at least nine teachers who possess doc- 
tor’s degrees from reputable institutions, 
several of whom are acknowledged 
authorities in their respective fields. All 
of the men on the Seminary faculty 
have held pastorates, and are experi- 
enced pastors and soul-winners. Conse- 
quently, the emphasis at Wheaton is 
practical as well as theoretical. 

Since Wheaton is interdenominational, 
itis the avowed policy of the graduate 
school to present fairly the theology and 
polity of all those groups in Christen- 
dom that are essentially loyal to God 
and to His revealed Word, and to train 
for service, without prejudice or prose- 
lyting, all its students regardless of the 
group to which they belong. Wheaton 
serves all members of the body of Christ, 
but is not under the direction or con- 
trol of any one particular denomination. 
The emphasis in teaching is on the 
Scriptures and upon their interpretation. 
Philosophy, sociology, and other subjects 
that are valuable for knowledge are also 
available, but are regarded as secondary 
to the study of the Bible itself. 

Ifa school is to be judged by its fruits, 
what can Wheaton’s Graduate School 
show for its dozen years of work? Up 
to the close of the academic year of 
1M8-49, 118 students have been gradu- 
ated, of whom 68 have taken the M.A. 
in Christian Education; 36, the degree of 
MA. in Theology; 13, the M.A. in Bibli- 
tal Literature; and 3, the B.D. degree. 
Thirty of these are now serving as mis- 
sionaries on eleven different foreign 
fields; thirty are in teaching or adminis- 
Wative work in Christian schools or 
seminaries, including one college presi- 
dent; twelve are pastors; eleven are 
housewives: five are teachers in public 
sthools; and of the rest some are con- 

g in study, or are employed in 
Various other occupations. The demand 
for graduates of the school has thus far 
@xeeeded the supply. 

ics, however, cannot tell the real 
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story of its ministry. The testimony and 
effectiveness of its products can best be 
illustrated by a quotation from the re- 
cent letter of a graduate. student, who is 
now holding a pastorate while complet- 
ing his thesis. The letter was not in- 
tended for publication, and is quoted by 
permission: 

The Lord has blessed our work here. 
Next Sunday night I will baptize thirty 
tried and proven candidates, and Christ- 
mas Day will extend the hand of fellow- 
ship to more than thirty new members. 
Without exaggeration, our congregation 
has been multiplied by four in the seven 
months of our labor, and the Lord has 
proven to me over and over again that 
He wanted me to come here. 

This church was about to close its doors, 
and I have never seen such a discouraged 
congregation in all my life. ... We are 
putting . . . the Holy Spirit’s program to 
work here, and although the church has 
done nothing for missions in the past, it 
will give $1,300.00 this year, ... and 
have an overall budget of $10,000.00, over 
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against $2,000.00 last year, when ‘*ey could 
not even support a pastor. We have 
completely remodeled the parsonage and 
are in the process of completely remodel- 
ing the church, which is a very fine brick 
building to begin with. So the challenge 
of this work and the call of the Spirit 
took me from Wheaton... . I am a pas- 
tor at heart, and, although I spend regu- 
larly four hours a day in study, and have 
tried not to neglect my Greek, I can't 
wait to leave the study and deal person- 
ally with my people. .. . The inspiration 
I received at Wheaton ... has been a 
deciding factor in whatever I have done 
thus far. 


Christian leaders today, whatever their 
occupation may be, need to be trained in 
the basic principles of their faith and 
in the Scriptures, which are the source 
of all life and liberty. Exact scholar- 
ship combined with spiritual fervor, a 
friendly attitude that enjoys fellowship 
with the saints of God in every com- 
munion, without compromising truth, 
intense evangelistic passion without 
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THE RESCUE SOCIETY, INC. 
5 Doyers Street New York 13, N. Y. 
51 Steps from The Bowery 
Gospel service every night since 1893 


“The Old Shack on the Street of 
Forgotten Men”—Tom Noonan 


Shelter, food, clothing, medical care, and jobs for 
the needy.—Never closed! 


~ Howard Wade Kimsey, Superintendent 


The 
McAuley Water Street Mission 


124-126 Water Street New York 5, N. Y. 
Founded 77 years ago A ihe! 1+ Jerry McAuLey, 
the purpose of the has never chang: 
and we are still dg * i souls to CHRIST 
by faithfully preaching the GOSPEL. 

With appropriate ceremony our new Mission was 
dedicated to the Lord, Sunday, November 6, 1949, 
at 3 p. m. « B. Armerding, Supt. 





BROTHERHOOD MISSION, INC. 
401 E. Girard Avenue Philedelphic 25, Pa. 
“On the Jericho Road” caring for the spiritual 
and physical needs of boys and girls, men and 

women. 
RESCUE MISSION ACTIVITIES 
CHILDREN’S TEMPLE SUMMER CAMP 


The Jerry McAuley Cremorne 
Mission, Inc. 
434 W. 42nd Street New York 19, N. Y. 
An Interdenominational Faith Work 


In the business of reaching men for Christ since 
1882. Ministering to about 100 men daily, holding 





forth the Word of Life and Hope on an aggressive, 
evangelistic plane. James E. Bennet, Pres. 


Used clothing always welcome 


CENTRAL UNION MISSION 


624 Indiana Avenue 

Washington 4, D. C. National 4349 
Children’s Emergency Home, Camp Bennett Mis- 
sion Farm. Gospel services every night. Children’s 
meetings every Saturday morning. Reasonable 
rooms available for guests. Preaching Christ in 
the Nation’s Capital! “The Hour of Power”—Sun- 
days 9.00 a.m., WMAL -- 630KC—and FM. 


Herbert E. Eberhardt, Supt. 


Clutton Hessid’s BOWERY fi MISSION 
and Young Men's H: 
227 The Bowery ote York 2 
Rev. George L. Bolton, Superintendent 

70 years serving men of The Bowery. Gospel 
services noon and night. Provides food, lodging, 
and clothing, finds jobs for the worthy, maintains 
medical clinic, operates “Home Up Town,” givin 
men opportunity to “come back.” 2,996 profess: 
conversions last year. 








Goodwill Home and Rescue Mission 
28-44 Eagles Street, Newark 2, N. J. 


54 years as the Rescue Branch of the churches. 
Housing, feeding, and giving employment to home- 
less and transient men, assisting r families; Bible 
School, Shop Meetings, Park Meetings; Jail, 
Hospital and Convalescent Home Visitation. Gos- 
pel services nightly. 


LAWRENCE SUTHERLAND, Superintendent 


The Mission’ Among the Poor To Make the Lord 
Jesus Christ Known 


THE HELPING HAND RESCUE 
MISSION, INC. 


Endorsed by the Philadelphia Chamber of Com- 
merce and nsylvania Daporement of Welfare. 
141 Fairmount Avenue Philadelphia 23, Pa. 
You may help in this piehey with your gifts and 
clothes or cann 


Carl H. Seitz, Pres. Alfred B. Crump, Supt. 





STAR OF HOPE MISSION, INC. 


Founded in 1913 by Peter Stam, Sr. 


Holding forth the Word of Life to the unchurched, 
sick, and neglected in a busy industrial city. 


Information upon request. 
Jacob Stam, President , Clazina Stam, Secretary 
34 “roadway, Paterson 1, New Jersey 





UNION RESCUE MISSION and 
VICTORY SERVICE CLUB 


226 S. Main Street Los Angeles 53, Calif. 
Ministering to ~ spiritual and material needs of 
homeless men and boys. Also, providing a home 
eunadouapiemntaaten ent bocretannatteentn 
BROADCASTS—KFVD, daily. KFWB, Sunda 
a.m. and p.m. Hugh R. Murchison, Pres. Boa Board of 
Directors. Union Rescue Mission founded 1891. 
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By Rev. Earl J. Edwards, M.A., M.Th. 
(Evangelist and Bible Teacher) 


“Your course is very ."— Dr. Charles E. 
Fuller, noted radio preacher, Los Angeles, Calif. 


Complete in 12 easy lessons. Free Folder. 
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Reaching School Children 
for Christ 


Literally millions of school children 
never attend church or Sunday 
school. Help us reach them with 
God’s Word. Write for 


“What is the Children’s Bible Mission?” 


One program not banned by the 
recent Supreme Court décision. 


CHILDREN’S BIBLE MISSION 
Box 1137 Lakeland, Florida 
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‘ superficiality, and holiness of personal 


life without sanctimoniousness are des- 
perately needed in the service of Christ. 
These are some of the ideals for which 
Wheaton’s Graduate School stands. It 
recognizes the fact that the attainment 
of such ideals is as difficult as it is rare, 
but it believes that, under the good 
providence of God and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit, they can and must be 
achieved if revival is to come, and if 
the Church of God is to fulfill its mis- 
sion before the Lord returns. Wheaton 
desires to pursue this task more vigor- 
ously, and is now working toward the 
enlargement of its academic facilities for 
library, classroom, and dormitory ex- 
pansion, in order that students may be 
prepared as preachers and teachers of 
the Gospel of Christ. Wheaton invites 
your prayerful co-operation in the work 
of its graduate school in what may be 
the eleventh hour before the Lord of the 
Church comes to close His final account- 
ing with His servants. 
WHEATON, ILL. 


The Main Hindrances to Prayer 
(Continued from second page) 


mounted in prayer is our earth-bent will. 
If any man wills to do God’s will he will 
experience the blissful life that goes 
along with obedience. 


Is Your Famity LiFe CONSISTENT? 

The believer’s domestic life affects 
prayer. “The eyes of the Lord are over 
the righteous, and his ears are open unto 
their prayers” (1 Pet. 3:12). Peter re- 
lates this to the conversion of husbands, 
and: to prayers of husbands and wives. 
He makes it clear that the “hidden man 





ITAL EXPOSITIONS for | 
BIBLE STUDENTS! 


The “Christ in the Bible” Series 


These fresh and original book expositions by Dr. A. B. Simpson 
should be found in every library. They abound with vivid, living 
illustrations showing how the Lord Jesus is to be seen in every book 
of the blessed Book. The exposition of the entire Bible was never 
completed, the Old Testament closing with Isaioh and the New 
Testament with Jude. Books now published in new jackets, cloth bound. 


Genesis 

Exodus 

Leviticus 

Numbers and Deuteronomy 
Joshua 

Judges, Ruth and Samuel 
Samuel, Kings and Chronicles 
Kings and Prophets of Israel 


Isaiah 


Romans 


Order by title. 


Jesus in the Psalms 


The Gospel of Matthew 
The Gospel of Mark 
The Gospel of Luke 
The Gospel of John 
The Acts of the Apostles 


$1.50 per volume. 
PUBLICATIONS 


1 Corinthians 
2 Corinthians 
Galatians and Ephesians 
Philippians and Colossians 
Thessalonians, Timothy 
and Titus 
Hebrews 
James 
Peter, John and Jude 
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of the heart” is important in domestic 
relationships. 

I remember how this came alive tp 
me in my ministry years ago. A Chris. 
tian woman was very much afraid gf 
her unconverted, domineering husband 
He threatened her when she insisted op 
going to church with the children. He 
pressed her again and again to give up 
church attendance. She came to me 
about it. I advised her to do what the 
Word of God indicated was her duty, 
She did. But matters grew worse. One 
day her husband brought home a gallop 
of liquor, and told her he intended to 
“throw a party.” He had invited her 
father and brothers, and some neigh. 
bors. What should she do? I realized 
she needed the “no amazement” experi. 
ence (1 Pet. 3:6). I advised her to make 
the best possible supper for him, and 
to have the children greet him, bring his 
slippers and evening paper, and show him 
much affection. But, before supper, she 
should knock the bottom out of the gal. 
lon bottle and let the liquor go down 
the drain. I didn’t think she would do 
it. But she did. She made a good sup. 
per, the children played their part well, 
Husband was in good spirits. After sup- 
per he went down cellar to look over 
his stock for the party. She heard him 
stamping up the stairs. Her heart al- 
most failed. He demanded, “Who did 
it?” “I did,” she said. Was he mad! 
He went into a rage. When he quieted, 
she said: “Husband, you are not going 
to turn this house into a saloon. We 
have children.” He would not speak to 
her. But next morning, after he had 
eaten his breakfast alone he ventured, 
“Wife, I never thought you had it in 
you.” The next Sunday he was at church, 
He professed to accept Christ. He never 
again opposed his wife’s going to church. 
He went with her. “They lived happily 
ever afterward.” Prayers were no 
longer hindered in that family. 

Peter has this word for husbands. He 
tells them that they can hinder prayers 
by their domestic way of life. He says: 
“Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them 
according to knowledge, giving honour 
unto the wife, as unto the weaker ves- 
sel, and as being heirs together of the 
grace of life; that your prayers be not 
hindered” (1 Pet. 3:7). The way of life 
lived by a Christian husband in his own 
home may become a great barrier to 
prayer. This is a common hindrance to 
prayer in many Christian homes. Union 
in heart and mind remedies this evil. 
The daily check-up provided by family 
prayers usually deters the prayer-hin- 
dering experience. A man and his wife 
must live together in harmony as heifs 
of the grace of life. Children, likewise, 
must be obedient to their parents, Chris- 
tian profession counts when one lives a 
a Christian. Only such Christians cam 
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honour Joseph the Dreamer. By Leroy Phillips, 
er ves- (W. A. Wilde Co., Boston 16; $2.50.) Few 
of the Bible characters have a more colorful 
be not life story than Joseph, beloved son of 
of life the patriarch Jacob. The present author, 
lis own while holding closely to the facts as re- 
rier to corded in Genesis, draws freely on his 
ance to imagination in filling in the many gaps, 
Union a& he pictures the social life and cus- 
is evil toms of the day. Joseph’s life with his 
family father and brothers, his dreams, his 
er-hin- search for his brothers, his journey into 
is wife Egypt and his experiences there, his im- 
s heirs Ptisonment and exaltation, his marriage, 
kowise, his testing of his brothers, and his meet- 
Chris- ing with his old father—all are well 
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Canaan not being known, why not use 
the speech of today in a book of this 
‘ert is the author’s position, and he has 
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done it well and without irreverence, 
though passing over very lightly the 
spiritual emphases. 
and enjoyable story for young people. 


The Gospel We Preach. By Oswald J. 
Smith, Litt.D. (Marshall, 
Scott, Ltd., London, E. C. 4. May be 
had in the U. S, from Van Kampen 
Press, Wheaton, Ill, $1.25; in Canada 
from the Peoples Press, Toronto, $1.) 
Few men of our generation have such 
a burning passion to get the Gospel out 
to all mankind as the pastor of The 
Peoples Church, of Toronto. Every 
messenger of that Gospel should be 
anxious to know what this ambassador 
teaches. 
forth even from the printed page. We 
should like to hear the voice of this 
earnest servant of God in the delivery 
of the messages of this book. All of 
them are excellent, but three are strik- 
ing: “The Man in the -Well,” “Atheism 
and the Bible,” and “Virgil’s Escape 
from Hades.” Because of the millions 
who need God’s message of salvation 
we pray for this book a wide circulation, 
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“The American Way” 


R,. ERNEST GORDON’S new book- 

let on Prohibition, “The American 
Way,” tells the story of the Temperance 
Reformation from 1813 to 1855. He shows 
conclusively, by numerous well-docu- 
mented quotations, that the founding 
fathers and the most brilliant intellec- 
tual leaders of our country favored the 
cause of temperance. 

Among its striking features are repro- 
ductions of the old “scarecrow” cartoon, 
in which the liquor interests caricatured 
the Prohibitionists; a pen-and-ink draw- 
ing of Abraham Lincoln, whom Mr, Gor- 
don calls “The Greatest Dry”; and a list 
of the names of prominent signers of 
the 1917 Memorial to Congress in favor 
of National Prohibition. A leading edi- 
torial in a May issue of the Trmes will 
give a more extensive review of this 
booklet. 

It may be had at 65 cents a copy, or 
two copies for $1, from Ernest Gordon, 
325 North 13th Street, Philadelphig 7 
(not the same zone number as that of 
the TrMEs). 
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For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 

May 8 to 14 

Mon.—Hosea 11:1-4, 8-11. 
God’s Wonderful Love. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “How shall I give 
thee up?” The love of God surpasses 
knowledge. Its manifestations are as- 
tonishing. From the time the Lord an- 
nounced Adam’s doom to death for sin, 
He intimated that He would taste of 
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Starts ten years earlier. Be prepared. Give 
your children good reading— CHUM mag- 
azine, $2 year. Get educational Bible advice — 
THE CHRISTIAN PARENT, $2 year. Men- 
tion page, date of this advertisement, get one 
month extra. Samples 25 cents both. 

THE CHRISTIAN PARENT Box 8, Highland, Ill, 


The Mission Home Eben-Ezer 


in Schooley’s Mountain, New Jersey, is open to nae 
all year round. It is situated at a quiet place of high 
altitude, with excellent spring water at hand, a pleas- 
ant place to spend vacation and enjoy Christian fellow- 
ship. For further information write to: Mrs. H. 
Zimmermann, Mission Home Eben-Ezer, Schooley’s 
Mountain, New Jersey. 


FREE 


to any evangelical Christian Minister, Sunday School or 
Mission Superintendent, one copy of “OPEN WIN- 
Dows OF HEAVEN” for each family in his ee, 
Evins he will to give a talk on TITHI 


‘ore distribution. Write, stating number of leaflets 
desired, to 
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417-8 South Hill Street 
Los Angeles 13, California 
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natives to teach and minister the Word 

in African villages where there are no 

missionaries. ( 

Opportunity for individuals or groups of Christians , 

to have close personal tie with the mission field. ( 

Write: J. A. MAWHINNEY, Jr. 

The NYASA Mission ( 

50 West 50th Street New York 20, N. Y. P 
Council ot Reference: r 
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VACATION 
BIBLE SCHOOL 
COURSE 


THE TABERNACLE 
God’s Object Lesson 


By Helen A. Maxfield 


The Tabernacle in the Wil- 
derness is filled with types of 
Christ and His children. The 
lessons to be learned from such 
a study will never be forgotten 
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The NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE 


SUMMER SCHOOL 





ist Term—July 3 to July 21 
2nd Term—July 24 to August 11 
Accredited Liberal Arts and Theological subjects in- 
cluding: Freshman Greek and English, Advanced 
Philosophy, Semitics, etc. 
Write for information 
The NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE 

340 West 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 
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Sufficient to tell hundreds of Bible 
stories. 
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Painted with vivid artists’ oil colors, 
giving an unusual depth of color and a 
realistic beauty. 


VIS-U-FOLD 


Fabric Flannel Board, folds into com- 
pact roll. Telescoping aluminum tri- 
pod. Assembles in less than a minute. 


Write-for free folder to 


CHRISTIAN ART, Dept. T 
P.O. Box 5103 Phoenix, Arizona 
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death for every son of Adam. All 
through the pleadings of prophets and 
our Lord’s ministries, calls to sinners 
have been full of love. Over every stub- 
born sinner He still exclaims, “How shall 
I give thee up?” He is “not willing that 
any should perish.” Pray that you may 
know more truly and deeply the love 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Tues.—Hosea 14:4-9. A Forgiving God. 

PraYER SuccestTions: “I will heal their 
backsliding, I will love them freely: for 
mine anger is turned away from him.” 
The ocean of God’s grace is big enough 
to swallow up the mountain of man’s 
sin. Israel’s crucifixion of the Prince of 
Glory will be overlooked at their re- 
pentance just as Joseph passed over 
wickedness of his brethren. They meant 
it for evil, but God meant it for good. 
Who is a pardoning God like our God 
who passeth over transgressions and for- 
gives? Adore Him for His grace. Pray 
that the eyes of the Israelites may be 
opened to see their sin in rejecting the 
Messiah. 


Wed.—Isaiah 49:8-13. Our Preserver. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I will preserve 
thee.” God has made the Jew inde- 
structible. He has passed through water 
and fire, but God has brought him out 
into a wealthy place. As sure as the 
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seasons rotate, and the earth turns on 
her axis, so sure is God’s promise to 
Israel: “I will preserve thee.” Pray 
for the leaders of the nation of Israel, 


Thurs.—Isaiah 63:7-14. 
God’s Loving-kindness, 
PraYeER SuGcEsTIONsS: “I will mention 
the lovingkindnesses of the Lord.” God's 
love unmerited by us originates with 
Himself. There was nothing in us to 
draw forth this love. While we were 
yet sinners; Christ died for us. “Not 
by works of righteousness which we 
have done, but according to his mercy 
he saved us, by the washing of regenera- 
tion, and the renewing of the Holy 
Ghost” (Titus 3:5). “Behold, what man- 
ner of love the Father hath bestowed 
upon us” (1 John 3:1). Pray that God’s 
loving-kindness will make you more 
benevolent. 


Fri.—Psalm 40:1-5. “A New Song.” 

PRAYER SuccesTIoNs: “He hath put a 
new song in my mouth.” Israel had a 
new song after the miraculous crossing 
of the Red Sea. After the smiting of 
the rock in the wilderness, they sang 
another hymn. Deborah’s song cele- 
brated a great victory over Jabin. 
Women met David with a song after he 
had slain Goliath. When exiles returned 
from Babylon their tongues loosed with 
singing. Believers en route to Glory 
should sing spiritual songs: and -when 
we see our Saviour we shall sing re- 
demption’s grand, eternal anthem of 
gratitude. Pray that you may always 
have a singing heart. 


Sat.—Psalm 48:9-14. 
Praise for God’s Loving-kindness. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “We have 
thought of thy lovingkindness, O God, 
in the midst of thy temple.” God is 
merciful. This is borne out on almost 
every page of the Bible; “He hath not 
dealt with us after our sins; nor re- 
warded us according to our iniquities.” 
His mercy is shown particularly toward 
them that fear Him and in His patience 
with sinners in forgiving sins, deliver- 
ing from sickness, sorrow, oppression, 
and death. Pray for a deeper apprecia- 
tion of the mercy of the Lord. 


Sun.—Romans 5:8-11. 
God’s Love for Sinners. 
PraYER SuccEstions: “But God com- 
mendeth his love toward us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us.” God loves us infinitely. 
Whoever lets the love of God in for 
even a moment is broken down be- 
fore Him confessing sin and un- 
worthiness. The scene in Joseph’s 
house when he was made known to 
his brethren is a miniature picture of 
the overwhelming effect of Christ’s 
love upon penitents. Calvary best 
tells the story of God’s great love. 
Pray that the love of God in Christ 
may affect you as it did the early dis- 
ciples, 





